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MAKING MIGHTY MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST

“UP NORTH, EH?”

Growing up as | did down in south Florida, I've
always had a special affinity for the south (the
farther south the better!). But | must say that my
childhood also often included going north,
especially in the summer. My pilot dad would fly
our family up to Wisconsin almost every year for
a Naumann reunion around Milwaukee, or up to
Shawano (near Green Bay) for beloved times on
the farm with my mother’s side of the family.
Going up north meant really long days, cooler
temperatures, and amazingly cold tap water. It
often included hiking, boating, fishing, and
picking raspberries.

Of course for many families, summer time here
in southwest Michigan also includes going up
north. Some will just go up to Gun Lake, but
others will travel up to the Traverse City area (as
Dana and | just did at the end of July to be with
her sister). Some people will go all the way up
and over the “Mighty Mack” to the Upper
Peninsula, perhaps especially if they’re from
there. | noticed recently one of our “Yoopers”
wearing a shirt that looked like it just had an
American flag on it. But upon closer inspection
all of the stripes of the flag were made from little
silhouettes of the U.P. That tells you something
about the pride of those north of the bridge, and
their view of us “trolls.”

All this being the case, it was appropriate that
our theme for Vacation Bible School in the
middle of last month was “True North.” For a
week our sanctuary was filled with evergreen
trees and transformed into an Alaskan
adventure, complete with a moose and Kodiak
bear. About 150 kids learned that there’s a
difference between compass north and true
north, as the north on the compass changes and
can be hundreds of miles from true north (which
always is the precise top of the planet, no matter
what). This immutable reliability of true north was
a great illustration of the trustworthiness and
unchanging nature of our Lord Jesus Christ. The
writer to the Hebrews says, “Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and
forever” (Hebrews 13:8), so we can rely upon
Him and trust Him no matter what our current
feelings or circumstances may be. We can
always trust that He loves us, and that He is
always good for all His promises.

Those unchanging, trustworthy promises of God
have featured prominently in our “When in
Romans” sermon series this summer. For
example, on July 5-26 weekend, our epistle
reading began with the beloved Romans 8:28,
“And we know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who are
called according to his purpose.” Every English
version translates this passage a little differently,
so we delved into the details of it, and tried to put
it into the context of the chapter and of our lives.
We learned that what we “know” is not merely
learned by experience, but it can be entirely
dependent on what God has said in the Bible
and therefore objectively true. We also learned
that the “good” that God brings out of “all things”
may not just be for our own personal
development, but for what God considers to be
good for His eternal Kingdom purposes that we
may never fully grasp until we get to heaven.
Most importantly, we learned that our love for
God is entirely based on His love for us, which
He demonstrated so dramatically by not sparing
His own Son, but giving Him up for us all.

Certainly no discussion of going north for the
summer would be complete without talking about
our LAMP team that will be venturing up again to
the far north, that is, over a thousand miles north
to Lac Brochet in northwestern Manitoba,
Canada. Zach Button is leading the team again
this year, and has assembled a diverse group,
including: Jesse Becker, Christine Weiderman,
Prisilla Thiri, and Mark Meyer. | know they will be
blessed in the experience even as they will be
blessing to this First Nations band of Dene
people living on a very remote reserve. Last year
they used the True North VBS curriculum with
the kids, and this year they are going in the
opposite direction and giving the kids a Jungle
Journey. But as God’s people in Christ Jesus,
whether we go north or south (or east or west)
we can know that He is always with us as He
has promised, protecting, providing, and working
all things for the good of those whom He has
called into His eternal Kingdom.
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WE ARE CALLED

to make disciples of V€444

DEVELOP, by the power of the Holy Spirit working through His Word and

The vision of St. Sacraments, a more vibrant and personal relationship with God

. . through faith in Jesus Christ that expresses itself in consistent prayer
Michael Lutheran is to and worship: and to

be a growing GAIN practical, relevant, biblical insights for faithful Christian living both

F D through personal Bible study and through our various Christian
Congregatlon V_Vlthm OSJF educational offerings such as Sunday School, Bible class, St. Michael
local community that is Lutheran School; and to

“Making Mighty BELONG to a loving and caring family of faith with a solid doctrinal

. heritage through active membership, ministry involvement, and Small
I\/Iessengers for Christ Group participation; and to

by helping people: GIVE of ourselves to others in loving Christian service and evangelistic
witness within the congregation and beyond it to our local community
and world.

TUITION ASSISTANCE CONTRIBUTIONS
NEED FOR 2026-27 SCHOOL YEAR

Each school year almost $50,000 dollars Education with Christ
is needed as support to qualifying families at the heart of it.
seeking tuition assistance. It is important to keep tuition assistance

P
STAY CONNECTED fully funded. Due to recent economic challenges and significant

increases in school enroliment, the tuition assistance fund is sorely in

YouTube uvou'l'ube need of dollars for the 2026-2027 school year. All donations are tax
On the St. deductible and because our school is now fully accredited,
Michael page, You can find sermon rticipating emol s m Iso match funds that are given t d
videos, Bible classes, guest speakers, participating employers may also match funds that are given towa
children’s devotions and Vacation this program. Please check with your employer to see if they
Bible School lessons. Find us at: st. participate in such a program.

Michael Lutheran Ghureh in Portage M| Helping families with tuition costs by way of the tuition assistance
Facebook fund is a critical component to the school ministry at St. Michael.

event announcements schools, it can still be a challenge for some families, especially if they
and.more. have multiple children or only one income. The availability of tuition
@StMichaelLutheranChurchPortageMI . L . .
assistance to qualifying families is often the only reason they can
Office Contacts: attend our school.
Church +269-327-7832 | would like to challenge you to consider giving a tax deductible gift to
School +269-327-0512 . : - . . .
¢ ,00 (,39 05 the tuition assistance fund, participate in the golf outing, or consider
Christ For Kids + 269-327-4889 . . . . . .
sponsoring a child for the coming school year. It is an investment in

mlgh_tymesseng_ers_'org ministry and mission that touches the lives of numerous children
St. Michael’s website is full of
each school year.

helpful information.

Find devotions, special 0 While our tuition is one of the most affordable among area private

In Christ, Greg Uoknson, Principal



WORSHIP

Gathering around God’s Word and Sacraments to receive His gifts & give Him glory.
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SEMPER FIDELIS - ALWAYS FAITHFUL

While traveling overseas, a few of my Marines came upon the
aftermath of a serious car accident. A woman was trapped inside her car, and
she was pregnant. Without hesitation, they pulled over, ran to her vehicle, and
helped get her to safety. She was a complete stranger. They didn't know her
name, where she was from, or whether they would ever see her again. They
simply saw someone in need and responded.

As a chaplain, | have been blessed to withess countless moments like
this. Thankfully, most are not as dramatic as pulling someone from a wrecked
car. More often, they are quiet acts of faithfulness that never make the news:
a Marine staying behind to help a struggling teammate, checking in on
someone who seems discouraged, volunteering for an unpleasant task, or
quietly sacrificing time and comfort for the good of others. These moments
rarely receive applause, but they reveal something important about the depth
of a Marine's character.

The Marine Corps motto is Semper Fidelis—"Always Faithful." It is a
reminder that faithfulness is more than a feeling; it is a way of life. It means
remaining committed even when it is inconvenient, difficult, or unnoticed.

As Christians, that word faithful should resonate with us as well. We
want to be faithful to the Lord. We want our lives to reflect His love in the
ordinary moments as much as in the extraordinary ones. We want to keep our
promises, love our neighbors, forgive those who have hurt us, and trust God
even when the path ahead is uncertain.

Yet if we are honest, we also know how often we fall short. There are
days when our patience runs thin, when fear gets the better of us, or when we
choose comfort over compassion. We make promises we don't always keep.
We say we trust God, yet sometimes worry takes over. Like Peter, who
confidently promised he would never leave Jesus, we too discover that our
own faithfulness has its limits.

That realization could leave us discouraged if the Christian life depended
entirely on us. Thankfully, it doesn't. The heart of the Gospel is not that we are
always faithful to Christ. The heart of the Gospel is that Christ is always
faithful to us.

Jesus never failed in His love for the Father or for His people. He
remained faithful through temptation, rejection, suffering, and even the cross.
When everyone else fled, He stayed. When we were lost, He came searching
for us. When we were still sinners, He gave His life for us. And because He
rose from the dead, His faithfulness did not end with His earthly ministry. He
continues to shepherd, forgive, strengthen, and intercede for His people today.

That is our hope. We strive to be faithful, not because we are trying to
earn God's love, but because we have already received it. When we stumble,
He lifts us up. When we wander, He calls us home. When we are weak, He
remains strong.

Semper Fidelis is a beautiful motto. It describes the kind of people we
hope to become. But in the end, those words belong most perfectly to Jesus
Christ. He alone is always faithful. And because He is, we can entrust our lives
to Him with confidence, knowing that His steadfast love will

never fail.

"If we are faithless, He
remains faithful—for He

cannot deny Himself." (2 g) ‘
Timothy 2:13) aalet 7%1«0\ 8
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Come and Get It!

August 2, 2026 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. William Mueller

Through the prophet Isaiah, our Lord issues such a gracious invitation to an
exquisite banquet. There is no cover cost for admission to this banquet. God
Himself has supplied everything and charges nothing! So, why spend our time and
energies on things that do not last? Hear the invitation and “Come and Get It!”
Sermon Text: Isaiah 55:1-5

Readings: Psalm 136:1-9; Isaiah 55:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21

Featured Choirs: St. Paul’s Choristers, Fort Wayne, Ind.; Holy Cross Men’s Chorus, Fort
Wayne, Ind.

Featured Art and Architecture: St. Paul Lutheran Church (Frankenlust), Bay City, Mich.

Eyes on Jesus!

August 9, 2026 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Scott Zeckzer

Things happen in life, and we ask ourselves, “I do not remember signing up for
this!” What can you do when “curveballs” are thrown at you? Jesus says, “Keep
your eyes on me!”

Sermon Text: Matthew 14:27

Readings: Psalm 18:1-6; Job 38:4-18; Matthew 14:22-33

Featured Choirs: Holy Cross Men’s Chorus, Fort Wayne, Ind.; St. Paul’s Choristers, Fort
Wayne, Ind.; Holy Cross Treble Choir, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Featured Art and Architecture: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Three Rivers, Mich.

Are You Hearing Me, God?

August 16, 2026 - Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Dr. Walter Maier lll

As believers, we pray to the Lord, but despite our prayers, things do not change, or
we do not get what we prayed for. We wonder, “Is God hearing me?” The account
of Jesus and the Canaanite woman answers that question.

Sermon Text: Matthew 15:21-28

Readings: Psalm 67; Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Matthew 15:21-28

Featured Choir: Indiana LWML District Choir

Featured Art and Architecture: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Elizabeth, Il

Is That Your Final Answer?

August 23, 2026 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer

The host of a popular television game show was known for asking contestants, “Is
that your final answer?” Jesus asks us the same question - and the stakes are so
much higher! The answer? Jesus is the Christ!

Sermon Text: Matthew 16:15-16

Readings: Psalm 138; Romans 11:33-12:8; Matthew 16:13-20

Featured Choir: Holy Cross Sanctuary Choir, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Featured Art and Architecture: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Evansville, Ind.

Dying to Live

August 30, 2026 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Rev. Shayne Jonker

What can you give in exchange for your life? The answer is nothing. But here’s the
glory of the cross: Jesus gave His life in exchange for your life. In fact, He gave His
life in exchange for the life of the world. So, take up the cross that Jesus gives
you. In Jesus, embrace your death to sin. You have nothing to lose and a whole
life to gain.

Sermon Text: Matthew 16:24

Readings: Psalm 26; Jeremiah 15:15-21; Matthew 16:21-28

Featured Choirs: Holy Cross Treble Choir, Fort Wayne, Ind.; St. Paul Jubilate, Munster, Ind.
Featured Art and Architecture: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Munster, Ind.

WORSHIP
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TV MINISTRY YOU
CAN TRUST!

Access for Kalamazoo and Portage

Tuesday, Thursday & Sunday
6 AM & 10 AM

Spiritual Channel 187

e 30-Minute Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod worship service

e  Produced by Lutherans for the
homebound, hospitalized...

e Includes the Gospel, Epistle, and
Sermon by LCMS pastors

e Music by choirs, soloists, and
small groups

Total Christian Television (TCT) network
nationwide broadcast is

Sunday 11:30 AM

Battle Creek - WTLJ 54

Grand Rapids - WTLJ-DT 24

Kalamazoo - WJPG-LD 26

Worship Anew is available throughout
the country on broadcast stations and

worldwide through our website, apps,
and streaming on Roku, AppleTV, Google

TV, Amazon Firestick, and YouTube.

We remember to pray for
Homebound friends:

Jan Goertz Allan, Sally Beck, Judy
Chumas, Shirley Cosgrove, Bill &
Sharon Frailing, Sylvia German,
Audrey Glover, Virgil Harrison,
Harold & Carol Karnes, Bernie
Kubacki, Sandy & Joe Maya,
Nancy Miller, Jim & Ardean
Monck, Joan Pfister, Wilma
Ritchie, Marilyn Sible, Ernie & Judi
VanOrman, Sharon White



DISCIPLESHIP

Christian education is vital to our Spiritual health and growth.
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Iforfional gl X 8
Ephesians 5:15-16: § ]
“Look carefully then how H p WW !
you walk, not as unwise

but as wise, making the ok
best use of the time,

because the days are evil.”

On Sunday, July 19 Pastor Naumann talked about prayer. He
explained that there are several types of prayer, and he also
mentioned that our prayer should be “intentional

In essence, intentional, spontaneous prayer is prayer that arises
naturally from the heart, often without a set formula - like a
conversation with a close friend. It can be a quick thought or a full out
loud conversation. Intentional spontaneous prayer means you choose
to engage in this kind of prayer, making it a regular part of your
spiritual life rather than an occasional impulse.

e Jesus’ example: In Gethsemane, Jesus prayed “Abba, Father, all
things are possible to you” without a set litany, showing heartfelt,
personal

e Paul’s teaching: “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
and “pray in the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:18) encourage ongoing, heartfelt
communication with God.

David’s Psalms: Mix praise, lament, and thanksgiving, showing that
prayer can be raw and unscripted

How to Practice It Intentionally

1. Create a habit - Set a daily or situational cue (e.g., before meals,
after difficult moments) to pause and speak to God.

2. Use Scripture or phrases - Start with a short prayer or verse to
build confidence, then let your own words flow

3. Be honest - Share joys, worries, frustrations, and even silly
thoughts. God values authenticity over perfection

4. Stay open to the Spirit - Allow God to guide your words; sometimes
the most meaningful prayers come from unexpected places.

5. Combine with structure - You can use a short-written prayer as a
starting point, then let spontaneity take over.

You might say: “Lord, thank you for today’s coffee. I’'m grateful for your

presence. I’'m worried about my friend’s health — please be with her.

And forgive me for being impatient right now.”

This is what “Let’s Pray About That” is all about.

Blessings, WWHML@ - Prayer Coordinator
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NEW CLASSES EsllG
BEGIN SEPTEMBER 13!! e
What makes Saint Michael Lutheran Church blessed ..
special?
How do we get involved in what God is doing
among us?

“Exploring Our Faith” |s taught on Sunday SHEPHERD GROUPS

mornings during the same time as the

. f Lay Minister Family Names Family Names
children’s Sunday School and other Adult v Starxmh &in;:jde
Bible Classes, 9:45 am to 10:45 am.
In this course, you will find that our Lutheran faith is Bible based, and you | Kerry Batten A Boelman
will get to know some of the existing ministry leaders in our | 269-491-8128
congregation. It will help prepare you to be a more faithful follower of | Harold DeFouw Boulis Chadderdon

our Lord Jesus Christ, and an active communicant member of St. Michael = 269-569-6869
Lutheran Church and School.

Rich Conklin Chilcott D
616-889-0201
Preschool-2nd Room #123 Jeff Lauterbach E Franzen
Adults Always Invited to Join Us! 269-578-6415
3rd - 5th Grade Room #122 Dave Drzewiecki Frommann G

616-560-2175
New Volunteers Welcome!

Dave Johnson H H
269-599-2195

] " Bill Schinzer I J
OIn Us ! 269-366-5594
Ryan Bigelow K Lapekas
269-838-6062
SUMMER Mark Kahle Lausman McNees

SUNDAY MORNINGS 402-730-1914

9:45-10:45 AM Howard McNees Messing Nelson
269-720-3857

Perry Norman Neumann P
269-816-1500
\ Andy Allan Q Shook
® August 2 - Featuring the LAMP team that will travel to Lac Brochet, Manitoba 269-370-7052
Canada
. Greg Wedel Shuler Stolsky
° -
August 9 - LCMS Convention Report 312-961-4636
® August 16 - .
Matt Heintz Sullivan T
® August 23 - Security Briefing from Frank Fisher 269-290-8507
® August 30 - Featuring Safe Families, Christina Book Arlan Wendzel U 7
® September 6 - Missionary Report from Bernie & Jofen Han 269-816-5632



EVANGELISM

Reaching out with the saving Gospel and proclaiming His truth to all people.

prmwriasd] CATALYST BURSTS

and believe thal he A e g GRiLL NiGHTS
good newa of the e e B
[onglveness of alno By o ]
and elewnal salvation " N ot | August1043

hrough he dealh
JOIN US AS WE LOVE ON KALAMAZOO AND PORTAGE
and reavteclion % St. Michael volunteers are asked to assist with the grill night on

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11th

W fWM/ 2%6 at Urban Alliance (1009 E Stockbridge, Kalamazoo 49001)
NG W 0% m@ Other sites - Volunteers Are Needed:

August 10 - North Park Church August 12 - New Village Park August 13 - MLK Park

W- % CM@ Watch Facebook and the JLK Website for updates

atoul meeling all
WMW M Lutheran Association of Missionaries and

Pilots brings the Gospel to the Northern

WW Q P7”' communities of Ontario, Manitoba,
WWWW 7 Saskatchewan, and British Columbia.

St. Michael began sending a team to Lac Brochet, Manitoba in 2010.

W W Mz/@@ a Lac Brochet is a fly-in community only accessible by air (apart from

the ice roads in the winter) and the people there are the Dene

/0% ;meé& MLZ% people. The community is very receptive to our coming and provides

housing for the team.

é@d WW These northern areas have small communities that live in a harsh
Z?MW climate and are plagued by the social problems of abuse, alcoholism,
5 0. We drug addiction and a general feeling of hopelessness. The team goes

/ OMZ—M m up for a week in the summer and runs a Vacation Bible School for the
children.

Over the years, relationships are built between the team

W W W members and the community members and the Gospel is shared in

Bible Studies and in casual conversation.

p/ZOC/&dm Z%@ W OAZ Prayer is a huge need for the community for protection from the

schemes of Satan and for the team, as they ready themselves and
Mﬁz /4/0724 Z@ M they see the opportunities that God provides to share and show His
peaple. wilhoul v

If you would like to receive updates throughout the trip, you can sign

COWZW. /ng 75 up to receive our messages by contacting the Church Office.

€1-01 9NV 3 6-L ATNM
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Trusting Jesus in a Wild Worlq
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SERVING THE LORD IN

Belize

NEWS FROM GROTH FAMILY

One of our family outings
these past two months was a
visit to the Belize Zoo, where
we had the chance to see
Belize's national animal, the
tapir. With its unusual shape
and unmistakable appearance,
the tapir is a wonderful
reminder that God delights in
variety and creativity. The Lord
could have made every animal
alike, yet His creation
overflows with beauty,
diversity, and even a bit of
whimsy.

It was a blessing to experience
that wonder together as a
family. Moments like these
remind us to pause and rejoice
in the work of our Creator, who
not only fashioned the world
with wisdom and care but also
continues to sustain it by His
gracious hand. "O Lord, how
manifold are your works! In
wisdom have you made them

f THE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
- MISSOURI SYNOD

To be added to or removed from this
mailing list, send an email message to
Jason.groth@icms.org with the word
ADD or REMOVE in the subject line.

One of the greatestjoys of these past two months has been the
continued opportunity to proclaim the Gospel at Christ Lutheran
Church in Seine Bight. God's people gather to hear His Word,
pray together, and receive the gifts He freely gives through
Christ. On Trinity Sunday, we joined Christians around the world
in confessing the one true God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
While the mystery of the Holy Trinity is beyond our full
understanding, the Lord has made Himself known through His
saving work in Jesus Christ, who has redeemed us and brought us
into fellowship with the Triune God through Holy Baptism.

The proclamation of that Gospel continues not only in Seine
Bight. but throughout Belize. Whether in worship services, Bible
studies. home visits, or conversations with neighbors. the Lord
continues to accomplish His work through His Word. Thank you
for your prayers and faithful support, which make it possible for
us to remain here and share the good news of Christ crucified and
risen with the people of Belize.

10
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One of the greatest blessings of
serving overseas is the opportunity
to share this beautiful country and
the Lord's work with familv and
friends who come to visit. During
May and June, we were grateful to
welcome my sister and brother-in-
law, my cousin John, and mv niece
and nephew to Belize. Their visit
gave us the chance to spend time
together, introduce them to the
people and places that have
become part of our daily lives, and
let them see firsthand the work the
Lordis doing here.

L]
-

Living far from familv is one of
the sacrifices of missionary
service. so these visits are a
tremendous encouragement. We
are thankful for the time we
shared. the memories we made,
and the opportunity for our loved

ones to better understand the B . e
ministry that vour prayers and =
support make possible. We pray the
Lord brought them home safelv
and that they returned with a
deeper appreciation for His work
in Belize.

Tee
b
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FELLOWSHIP

Reconciled through Christ, actively loving and caring for one another.
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MEN'’S FELLOWSHIP AT
NEWMAN'S AIRSTRIP

Any and all men Vi
at St. Michael are

invited to gather for breakfast on
August 22 at 8:30 am at Newman’s
Airstrip. Newman'’s is a grass airstrip
west of Kalamazoo (just

south of West Main, and between 1st
and 2nd Street in Kalamazoo County). It is surrounded by an airpark
community consisting of 13 homes each with private hangars.

Every August, the airport hosts an annual fly-in breakfast which brings
upwards of 100 planes and several hundred people in attendance.
Brandon Marks, is also a pilot and will organize seating at the
breakfast (look for a St. Michael sign for group seating in the hangar
where breakfast is served). You may want to wear appropriate foot
wear for dewy grass in the morning!

As you are enjoying the aircraft on the flight line, keep in mind the
aircraft will be arriving and departing during the event. Please give
aircraft the right of way and do not walk in front of a moving propeller!
Pilots cannot always see directly in front of the aircraft. It's also
“airplane etiquette” to look, but don’t touch unless the aircraft owner
has invited you to do so. Occasionally pilots will invite children to sit in
their plane! While we will meet at 8:30 am for breakfast, feel free to
come earlier to catch some of the aircraft flying in.

Pray for good weather! Anyone planning to attend please email
brandon.marks@gmail.com.

VBS Bash was a success!

The Evangelism and Fellowship Boards teamed up to throw the annual
VBS Bash to officially close out VBS week. Mother Nature was not on
our side to enjoy the outdoors with extreme weather temperatures
and smoke from the Canadian forest fires. Rather than cancel the
event, we moved it inside. The bounce houses were inflated, Hot
Dogs and watermelon made their appearance and 255 hungry
participants were fed. Space was a bit tight, but it did not put a
damper on the fun!

Thank you to the many volunteers that helped to pull this off. Your
efforts resulted in many happy smiles and brought everybody closer to
our Lord.

12
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Help Wanted! - The Fellowship
Board is currently seeking some
talented individuals who would be
willing to take on these following
volunteer roles:

Kitchen Coordinator - Ensures the kitchen
is organized, maintained and supplies
restocked. This person works with the
Finance Director regarding special janitorial
needs.

Supply Coordinator - This individual works
closely with the Kitchen Coordinator and
other Boards to ensure that kitchen supplies
are ordered and stocked in the kitchen and
available for ongoing Advent and Lenten
meals, funerals, special events and general
congregational use.

Funeral Coordinator-At a very difficult time,
this individual works with the family to
coordinate the reception following the
funeral and relieve them of this task. This
involves coordination of food and beverage,
obtaining volunteers to help prepare and
clean up, working with the caterer when
appropriate. Food procurement and
preparation may be needed depending on
the situation. This is done while ensuring
the expenses are within the family’'s
budget. A challenging but satisfying role.

Sunday Coffee Lead- Works closely with the
coffee team to ensure donuts and coffee
are available between Sunday services.
This includes working with the doughnut
provider to increase, change or cancel the
standing doughnut order as needed.
Backup coverage for doughnut pickup and
coffee setup when needed. This person
keeps the coffee team notified of any events
that will impact coffee hour, process
changes and general kitchen updates.

Sports Coordinator - This position can be
what you want to make it From
coordinating a softball team to setting up
time in the gym for after-hours fun to
organizing an outing to a sporting event.
Help us have some sports fun!

Please consider stepping up and
volunteering for one of these
positions on the Fellowship Board.
We work together to support each
other so you will have training and
support, but we can use your help.
Please contact Diane Gibson if you
would like to volunteer or have any
questions at 925-989-5059
or drgibson3@proton.me

Sun., 8/2

Sun., 8/9

Tues., 8/11

Sun., 8/16

Sun., 8/23

Sun., 8/30

UPCOMING

9:45am - Coffee Shop with Mrs. Bigelow
5pm Youth Group with Pastor Maske
9:45am - Bible Study

No evening youth group

Jesus Loves Kalamazoo with Pastor Maske
4:30-8:30pm at the Urban Alliance

9:45am - Bible Study CHOSEN
5pm Youth Group - mini golf at Airway Fun Center

9:45am - Bible Study CHOSEN
5pm Youth Group - water games at church

9:45am - Bible Study CHOSEN
3pm END OF SUMMER

- Lake Party at deaconess's house

For more information or questions about involving your student, please contact
Deaconess Caitlin Ramirez at worden.cait@gmail.com or 313.914.9187

Food, an and Fellowship

Bring your folding chair and pick your spot under the shade‘to relax.


mailto:worden.cait@gmail.com?subject=&body=
mailto:drgibson3@proton.me

SERVICE

Good stewardship of time, talents and treasure for the work of ministry.

e value semvce and
good slewardrhip of
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Perhaps you have been considering how your might serve the Lord.
We have some key leadership positions where you can help.

BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION BOARD OF SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
Vacant, Director Vacant, Director
Vacant, Assistant Director Vacant, Assistant Director

BOARD OF YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT VOLUNTEER MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Vacant, Director Vacant, Chairman

LCMSFoundation

Renee and Fran were chatting as they walked out of Church last
Sunday. Renee said, “l finally made the decision to move into a
retirement community. My house was just getting to be too much for
me, especially after Frank went to be with the Lord. But | just don’t
know where to get started on the packing. | have lived in that house for
thirty years and there is so much stuff to sort through. I'm having a
hard time starting.” Fran replied, “If you would like, | can come help. |
have a lot of boxes, and we can just pick off one room at a time.”
Renee said, “Oh that would be lovely.” The process began on
Wednesday with lots of laughter and even a few tears.

There are many “Big Things” in life that become easier to begin if we
just have someone along with us. Christian estate planning is one of
those. It requires organization of your information. It includes
conversations about what you want to accomplish. It culminates in
putting together legal documents that seem powerful, and maybe even
a little scary.

Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can be your friend who
will come along your side to get started. They have expertise and
training in helping you move through each step of the process so that
you can feel confident about the finished product when you sign
documents at your attorney (if necessary). Instead of living with the
burden of your procrastination, you can move forward, putting together
a faithful stewardship plan directing the gifts the Lord has entrusted to
you. For assistance, contact...

Julie Burgess
Gift Planning Counselor, Church Extension Fund/MI District
Julie.burgess@Ifnd.org 713-822-5284
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GENERAL INFORMATION

FAITH FORMATION

CHILDREN - Sunday Morning Classes are available during the 9:45
AM Learning Hour. Mondays 3:15-4:30 PM Kid’s Knitting Group.
Wednesdays 5:15-6:30 PM Life Skills Class.

TEENS - Classes are available during the 9:45 AM learning hour on
Sunday mornings; Confirmation studies for 6-8th grade are on
Wednesday evenings during the school year at 5:30 PM; Youth
Group meets on Sunday evenings at 5:00-7:00 PM.

ADULTS - Topical studies are available during the 9:45 AM Learning
Hour on Sunday mornings; various Bible study groups, prayer
groups, and activity groups meet during the week. Exploring Our
Faith is for those that are interested in learning more about being
Lutheran, and especially being a member of St. Michael. This
course is taught in the fall and winter.

NURSERY

Childcare is available for infants up to 3 years old on Sunday
mornings during classes and Worship times in Room #205 located

off the Communication Center.

BAPTISM
Anyone desiring baptism should visit with a pastor who will set up a
meeting and schedule an appropriate time.

WEDDINGS

We believe that marriage is a sacred union of one man and one
woman (Gen. 2:24-25), and that God gave marriage as a picture of
the relationship between Christ and His bride the Church (Eph.
5:32). A Wedding in the church is an act of Worship. The purpose
of a church wedding is to thank and praise God and to petition His
blessings upon the couple who solemnize their marriage before
Him.

ENEWS DEADLINE

Please consider items you might need to submit to the Church
Office for the next email newsletter, as you read the current one.

ltems need to be submitted by 4:00 PM on Thursdays.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

To insure a quality product is available for the membership, please
consider items you might need to submit to the Church Office for
the next monthly newsletter, as you read the current one. Deadline
is the 20th of each month, unless holidays fall within the last week

of the month.

CHANGE OF NAME / ADDRESS / PHONE / EMAIL

You can always call the Church Office or use the form on the
website to reach out and share a message with us!

https://www.mightymessengers.org/contact-us/
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11/1/2025 - 6/30/2026

Church Revenue $ 616,188
School Revenue $_901,786
Total Revenue $1,517,974
Total Expenses $1,502,461
Net Surplus (deficit) $ 15,514
Expense Budget $1,487,334
Under/(Over) Budget $ 30,640
Working Cash Balance $ 43,115
Mortgage Balance $ 654,172

Designated Fund Balances
Endowment Fund $904,282

Building Contingency $ 48,814
Parking Lot Fund $ 30,000
HVAC $ (2,204)
Technology Refresh $ 2,825
Sunday School $ 5,748
Youth Donations $ 14,095
Youth Accounts $ 5273
Good Samaritan $ 11,437
Memorials $ 16,391
Fellowship $ 5,813
Champion Church Network $ 401
L.A.M.P. Mission Trip $ 12,295
Quilting $ 1,645
POBLO South Asia Ministry $ 3,596
Student Debt Fund $ (143)
Church Worker Scholarship $ 400
Luth Medical Emergency Fund $ 250
School Improvements $ 11,916
Tuition Assistance $ 20,886
School Music $ 1,440
School Sports $ 2,331
Flower Fund $ 1,492
Building Utilization $(14,887)
LWML $ 3,051
Women'’s Fellowship $ 1,029
Faith Budget $

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

Annual Avg. 2025 . ....... 389
May '26 Avg. ............... 351
June 26 Avg. .............. 324
July 26 Avg. ............... 310


https://www.mightymessengers.org/contact-us/

ereonie/

We believe that the more you study the Bible and encounter God in
prayer, the more you learn to trust Him with all you have. Carve out
time in your day to nurture your relationship with God and spend time

encouraging others.

We believe the best way to follow Jesus is through forming community
and sharing our faith with a heart of generosity, not just with money
and time, but with our love, appreciation, praise and encouragement.

STAFEF:

SENIOR PASTOR

Rev. Dr. Paul R. Naumann
naumann@mightymessengers.org
AsSsOCIATE PASTOR

Rev. Daniel Maske
dmaske@mightymessengers.org
BUSINESS & FINANCE MANAGER
Jennifer Stauffer
jstauffer@mightymessengers.org

CHURCH ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
CHILD MINISTRY COORDINATOR AND
RECORDING SECRETARY

Tammy Songer
tsonger@mightymessengers.org

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Greg Johnson
gjohnson@mightymessengers.org
SCHOOL SECRETARY
Sharon Robinson
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
Brenda Heintz

FIRST GRADE TEACHER
Maralyse Worm

SECOND GRADE TEACHER
Annie Hecht

THIRD GRADE TEACHER
Jennifer Humbarger
FOURTH GRADE TEACHER
Dawn Heid

FIFTH GRADE TEACHER
Megan Cummins

SIXTH GRADE TEACHER
Emily Lauterbach
SEVENTH GRADE TEACHER
Arrianna Cole

EIGHTH GRADE TEACHER
Lisa Lam

CHRIST FOR KIDS CHILDCARE DIRECTOR

Emily Ritchie
eritchie@mightymessengers.org
PRESCHOOL TEACHERS

Cheryl Julian

Alicia Keinath

Becky Mohler

WORSHIP MEDIA TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Chris Rudowske

WORSHIP MEDIA SPECIALIST

Lorraine Dudash

CHOIR DIRECTOR

Carolyn Bertrand

ORGANIST

Various Musicians

MORNING SONG DIRECTOR
Jane Connon

VOLUNTEERS:

PRESIDENT
Mark Ruesch

VICE PRESIDENT
Rob Kuhimann

TREASURER
Jeff Lauterbach

BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTIES
Ryan Nelson, Director
Mark Vickery, Assistant Director

BOARD OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
& SCHOOL MINISTRIES

Mike Grotelueschen, Director
Matt Colby, Assistant Director

BOARD OF SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
Vacant, Director
Vacant, Assistant Director

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP
Dan Marshall, Director
Kristi Rudowski, Assistant Director

VOLUNTEER MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Vacant, Chairman

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Kristi Rudowske, Chairman

BOARD OF YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT
Vacant, Director
Jerry Kuss, Jeff Burnett, Heather Bigelow

YouTH GROUP LEADER
Deaconess Caitlin Ramirez

BOARD OF LAY MINISTRY
Mark Kahle, Director
Greg Wedel, Assistant Director
ALTAR GUILD
Kristi Rudowske
LECTORS
Virginia Hetrick, Jan Chilcott
PRAYER MINISTRY COORDINATORS
Barbara Schubert, Virginia Hetrick
Jan Chilcott, Jan Jett
USHERS
Mike Minger - Early Service
Jesse Hogue - Late Service
STEPHEN MINISTRY LEADERS
Pastor & Dana Naumann
Lynda Rea, Kathy Zakarias
STEPHEN MINISTERS
Lane Bertrand, Pam Sward, Karen Taylor
Zachary Button, Ann Olson
Bill Semrau, Tami White, Jeannette Marshall

BOARD OF EVANGELISM & MISSIONS
Aaron Allen, Director
Kathie Seufert, Assistant Director
GREETERS
Arlene Groll, Mark & Jan Chilcott

BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION
Vacant, Director
Vacant, Assistant Director
ADULT EDUCATION COORDINATOR
Jesse Hogue
LIFE SKILLS CLASSES
Mary Wright
VBS
Jenny Teague
BOARD OF PARISH FELLOWSHIP
Diane Gibson, Director
Vacant, Assistant Director

WOMEN’s FELLOWSHIP / LWML
Kathy Zakarias

CARING CONNECTIONS

Kathy Taylor
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE
Todd Foster, Dave Johnson, Rick Jacobs
Julie Vickery, Rob Kuhlman

7211 Oakland Drive, Portage, Ml 49024-4151 | 269-327-7832 church * 269-327-0512 school
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