Welcome to Saint Michael Lutheran Church

Easter Vigil Lamplight
April 4, 2026 at 5:00 pm

* Lighting of the Paschal Candle
(Beginning in the Welcome Center with an explanation of its meaning)

* Candle Processional
(When you hear: “The Light of Christ,” please respond: “Thanks be to God!”)

* Easter Proclamation
(Chanted by the pastors antiphonally and without accompaniment. Afterwards candles are extinguished)

15t Scripture Reading: Genesis 1:1-10 (creation of water)

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be light,"
and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. > God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. ¢ And God
said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7 And God
made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse.
And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
9 And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And
it was so. 1° God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that
it was good.

Prayer
Song: “All of Creation”

2"d Scripture Reading: Genesis 9:8-17 (water will not destroy the earth again)

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ®“Behold, | establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you,
10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as
came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. !l establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be
cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the
sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:
13| have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. *When | bring clouds
over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, °l will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every
living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 1When the bow is in the
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the
earth” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that | have established between me and all flesh that is on the
earth.”

Prayer
Song: “Revelation Song”

3d Scripture Reading: Exodus 14:13-29 (liberated through water)

And Moses said to the people, "Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today.
For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. ** The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be
silent." 15 The Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff,
and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 7 And |
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and | will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host,
his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord, when | have gotten glory over Pharaoh,



his chariots, and his horsemen." 1° Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind
them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 2° coming between the host of Egypt and the
host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night.
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry
ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 2 The Egyptians pursued and went in after
them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the Lord in
the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their
chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from before Israel, for the Lord fights for them
against the Egyptians.” 26 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen." 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw the
Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 22 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of
Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 2° But the people of Israel walked on dry ground
through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

Prayer
Song: “l Will Sing Unto the Lord”

4t Scripture Reading: Isaiah 55:1-13 (come to the waters of life)

"Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which
does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 2 Incline your ear, and
come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and | will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love
for David. 4 Behold, | made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. >Behold, you shall call
a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, and of
the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 8 "Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7 let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion
on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. & For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, declares the Lord. ® For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts. 1°"For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 1! so shall my word be that goes
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and shall succeed in the
thing for which | sent it. *2"For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall
break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off."

Prayer
Song: “Father Welcomes” (#605 in the Lutheran Service Book)

5th Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 (the water from a rock in the desert “was Christ”)

For | do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the
sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 2 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. > Nevertheless,
with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. ¢ Now these things took place as
examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, "The
people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play." 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did,
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. °® We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed
by serpents, 1° nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 1 Now these things happened to
them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let
anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God
is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of
escape, that you may be able to endure it.



Litany of the Resurrection

The Lord’s Prayer

6" Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 (saved through water)

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake,
you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, ** but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness
and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ
may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. 18 For Christ
also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh
but made alive in the spirit, 1° in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 2° because they formerly did not
obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

The Flood Prayer (from page 268-269 in LSB)

Sacrament of Holy Baptism (Henry Jacob Kay)

Apostles’ Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

7t Scripture Reading: John 4:1-14 (living water from Jesus)

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than
John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), 2 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And
he had to pass through Samaria. > So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was
about the sixth hour. 7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." & (For his disciples
had gone away into the city to buy food.) ® The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink
from me, a woman of Samaria?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 1° Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift
of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water." 11 The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and
his livestock." 3 Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 4 but whoever drinks of the water
that | will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up
to eternal life."

Prayer
Song: “Lord, | Lift Your Name on High”

Announcements
* The Blessing

* Closing Song: “Glorious Day”



Clergy: Rev. Dr. Paul R. Naumann; Rev. Daniel Maske
Musicians: Asher Ndenga and Jonathan Connon
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