
Welcome to Saint Michael Lutheran Church & School 
 

“Every Heart Prepare” 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 21, 2025 + 8:30 am 
 

Divine Service Setting Five 
(abridged for Advent, without communion) 

 
( * = please stand) 
 
PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME 
 
* SHARING OF THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 
* HYMN OF INVOCATION #341:1-3  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”   
 
* CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (page 213 in LSB, right side column) 
 
* ENTRANCE HYMN #332:1-3, 8  “Savior of the Nations, Come“   
 
* KYRIE (spoken as indicated below) 
A: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: O Christ, have mercy upon us. 
A: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: And grant us Your peace. Amen. 
 
* SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY (page 214 in LSB) 
P: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly 

lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 7:10–17 (with response on p. 215) 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM:  “Advent Noel,” Arranged by Anna Laura Page & Jean Anne Shafferman 
 
EPISTLE READING: Romans 1:1–7 (with response from page 215) 
 
* HYMN OF THE DAY #356:  “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 
 
* HOLY GOSPEL READING: Matthew 1:18–25 (with responses from page 215) 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
BIBLE MESSAGE 
 
* CREEDAL HYMN #953:  “We All Believe in One True God” (the offering plates come to the altar at this time)   
 
* PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 (Petitions conclude, “Lord, in Your mercy,” to which all reply, “Hear our Prayer”) 
 



* LORD’S PRAYER (page 217 in LSB) 
 
* ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
* BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION (page 218 in LSB) 
 
* CLOSING HYMN #361:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
SERVING TODAY (12/21)     SERVING SUNDAY (12/28) 
Presiding Minister (P): Rev. Daniel Maske   Rev. Daniel Maske 
Assisting Minister (A) & Preacher: Rev. Daniel Maske   Rev. Dr. Paul R. Naumann 
Organist:  Keith Eiser      ? 
Lay Ministers: Andy Allan, Harold Defouw   Andy Allan, Harold Defouw 
Ushers: Aaron Allen, Nonie Knight, Ken Lahrke   Aaron Allen, Nonie Knight, Ken Lahrke  
Greeters: Nonie Knight, Jan Jett    Roger & Deb Myers 
Children’s Message: Greg Johnson    X 
Lector: Nonie Knight      Peggy Makowski 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah 7:10–17  
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz 
said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you 
to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16 For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you 
dread will be deserted. 17 The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's house such days as 
have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria!”  
  
Romans 1:1–7  
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to 
the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all those in Rome 
who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
Matthew 1:18–25  
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 


