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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 

If youõre on social media, you probably saw a 

number of òFirst Day of Schooló pictures posted, 

and maybe even a couple featuring not only kids 

but teachers. Itõs a new school year for everyone, 

even if you donõt go to school or have kids in 

school anymore, because it tends to be one of 

those times in the year characterized by new 

beginnings. Iõve resisted over the years the òBack 

to Churchó promotionals that are out there as I 

donõt like to assume (or encourage) summer as a 

break from church as well as school. But in reality, 

there are always several families who go out of 

town in the summer on vacation or just 

weekending away from home and so church 

attendance is usually lower in the summer than 

any other time in the year. So I am excited about 

seeing more faces in the sanctuary than we have 

in a while as the month of September kicks in.  

In addition to enjoying improved worship 

attendance, Iõm looking forward to a number of 

other special things starting up in September. 

First of all, during the time between worship 

services on Sunday morning, beginning 

September 8, there will be expanded Sunday 

School and Adult Bible Class opportunities. Once 

again this past summer, we mailed out over a 

hundred invitations to our Exploring Our Faith 

class to unchurched SMLS families, unchurched 

VBS families, and those who have been our 

guests at worship. May the Lord provide us with 

several people who would like to explore what we 

believe as Lutherans and to join our congregation. 

Rev. Vincent Iqbal had a sizeable group last spring 

learning about other religions and world views and 

he will continue to offer this Comparative 

Religions course in September, too. Finally, we 

plan to offer on Sunday mornings a shortened 

version of the Biblical Citizenship class that we 

offered for 10 weeks this past summer.  The 

course helps us better understand our own 

government in the USA, as well as how our form of 

government flows out of biblical principles. This is 

a timely course to help us be more informed and 

responsible voters in this fallõs election. 

As Confirmation Class resumes this month, weõre 

doing things a bit differently than we have ever 

done in the past. Now I am teaching Lutherõs 

Small Catechism in our middle school Bible 

classes at St. Michael Lutheran School (on 

Wednesday and Thursday afternoons) such that 

SMLS 8th graders who desire to be confirmed 

need not attend class on Wednesday nights. 

Middle Schoolers who are not at SMLS will 

continue to come to Confirmation Class (taught by 

Pastor Toman) at the end of the day on 

Wednesdays from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. Our Life 

Skills Class (taught by Mrs. Mary Wright) will 

continue to meet on Wednesdays as in the past.  

Then all Middle Schoolers, both those at SMLS 

and those who are not, will gather to get to know 

each other at Sunday School, and at monthly get-

togethers alternating between Fellowship Events 

and Servants Events (planned and implemented 

by parents). The first one is a Fellowship Event on 

Sunday afternoon, September 22, from 3:00 to 

6:00. We still want to build community among all 

our Middle Schoolers!  

Our Small Group Ministry continues all throughout 

the year as we always have some small groups 

meeting in the summer, including the menõs group 

that Iõm a part of on Tuesday mornings at 7:00 am 

at Butlerõs Restaurant. But there are a number of 

groups who either take a break or meet less 

frequently in the summer. So a new school year is 

time to resume Small  Group attendance, and also 

an opportunity to launch some new Small Groups. 

To that end, a survey was circulated at the end of 

August and some new groups are in the works. 

Look for opportunities to sign up, especially on our 

Small Group Sunday (September 21-22).   

Iõm sure you will agree that we always have plenty 

to do in every season of the year, and I hope you 

can see that our goal in all the above is not simply 

to provide more activities to spend our time on. 

No, it has everything to do with feasting on the 

Word of God from which we draw our faith and 

strength for all the daily activities and challenges 

of life. God has prepared a banquet of rich 

Spiritual food for us. Letõs dig in! 

òBACK AT ITó 
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WE ARE CALLED 
to make disciples of Jesus 

The vision of St. 

Michael Lutheran is to 

b e  a  g r o w i n g 

congregation within our 

local community that is 

òMaking Mighty 

Messengers for Christó 

by helping people: 

DEVELOP, by the power of the 

Holy Spirit working through 

His Word and Sacraments, a 

more vibrant and personal 

relationship with God through 

faith in Jesus Christ that 

expresses itself in consistent 

prayer and worship; and to 
 

GAIN practical, relevant, biblical 

insights for faithful Christian 

living both through personal 

Bible study and through our 

various Christian educational 

offerings such as Sunday 

School, Bible class, St. 

Michael Lutheran School; and 

to 
 

BELONG to a loving and caring 

family of faith with a solid 

doctrinal heritage through 

active membership, ministry 

involvement, and Small Group 

participation; and to 
 

GIVE of ourselves to others in 

loving Christian service and 

evangelistic witness within 

the congregation and beyond 

it to our local community and 

world. 

During our last Biblical Citizenship Class, 

we discussed next steps including 

forming a prayer group to engage in 

spiritual warfare and intercession for our 

nation.  Our first prayer meeting will 

be Monday, September 9, 2024 at 7:00 

pm in the SMLS Library.  Prayer Meetings 

will continue every Monday thereafter 

and run through at least the end of 

November.   
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

FAITH FORMATION  
CHILDREN - Sunday Morning Classes are available during the 9:45 

AM Learning Hour  

TEENS -  Classes are available during the 9:45 AM learning hour on 

Sunday mornings; Confirmation studies for 6-8th grade are on 

Wednesday evenings during the school year at 5:45 PM; Youth 

Group meets on Sunday evenings at 5:00 PM 

ADULTS - Topical studies are available during the 9:45 AM Learning 

Hour on Sunday mornings; various Bible study groups, prayer 

groups, and activity groups meet during the week. Exploring Our 

Faith is for those that are interested in learning more about being 

Lutheran, and especially being a member of St. Michael. This 

course is taught in the fall and winter. 

NURSERY 
Childcare is available for infants up to 3 years old on Sunday 

mornings during classes and worship times in Room #205 located 

off the Communication Center. 

BAPTISM 
Anyone desiring baptism should visit with a pastor who will set up a 

meeting and schedule an appropriate time.  

WEDDINGS 
We believe that marriage is a sacred union of one man and one 

woman (Gen. 2:24-25), and that God gave marriage as a picture of 

the relationship between Christ and His bride the Church (Eph. 

5:32).  A Wedding in the church is an act of worship.  The purpose 

of a church wedding is to thank and praise God and to petition His 

blessings upon the couple who solemnize their marriage before 

Him. 

ENEWS DEADLINE 
Please consider items you might need to submit to the Church 

Office for the next email newsletter, as you read the current one. 

Items need to be submitted by 4:00 PM on Thursdays. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
To insure a quality product is available for the membership, please 

consider items you might need to submit to the Church Office for 

the next monthly newsletter, as you read the current one. Deadline 

is the 20th of each month. 

CHANGE OF NAME / ADDRESS / PHONE / EMAIL 
You can always call the Church Office or use the form on the 

website to reach out and share a message with us! 

https://www.mightymessengers.org/contact-us/  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
  Annual Avg. 2023 . . . . . . . . 327 

May ô24 Avg. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .327 

June ô24 Avg.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288 

July ô24 Avg.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306 

August ô24 Avg. . . . . . . . .  . . .  269 

JULY FINANCIALS 
9 Months 

                       11/1/2023 - 7/31/2024  

Church Revenue $ 594,162  

School Revenue $ 907,518  

Total Revenue $ 1,501,680  

Total Expenses $ 1,515,421  

Net Surplus (deficit)  $ (16,741) 

Expense Budget $ 1,582,840  

Under/(Over) Budget $ (81,160) 

Working Cash Balance $ 12,730 

Mortgage Balance $ 609,449  

Designated Fund Balances 
Endowment Fund $ 722,374  

Building Contingency $ 34,882 

Parking Lot Fund $ 15,000 

HVAC $ 31,853 

Technology Refresh $ 10,815 

Sunday School $ 2,929 

Youth Donations $ 23,518 

Youth Accounts $ 5,013 

Good Samaritan $ 1,293 

Memorials $ 15,249 

L.A.M.P. Mission Trip $ 11,392 

POBLO South Asia Ministry $ 3,596 

Quilting $ 11,596 

Student Debt Fund $ 5,387 

Church Worker Scholarship $ 585 

Luth Medical Emergency Fund $ 250 

School Improvements $ 73,604 

Tuition Assistance $ 41,393 

School Music $ 83 

School Sports $ 22 

Flower Fund $ 4,711 

CFK Mission Expansion $ 17,979 

LWML $ 2,446 

Womenõs Fellowship $ 43  

Faith Budget $ - 

https://www.mightymessengers.org/contact-us/
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WORSHIP 
Gathering around Godõs Word and Sacraments to receive His gifts & give Him glory. 
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Parenting kids in the pew on Sunday morning isnõt for the faint of heart. Kids 

are fidgety, distracting and sometimes downright embarrassing. Just ask the 

parents of the 2-year-old girl who pointed to a picture of Christ and loudly 

declared, òJesus has his pajam-jams on!ó Or the mom of the 3-year-old who 

had been given two quarters for his offering; when told to produce the coins, 

the boy spit them from his mouth into the offering bag. Itõs no wonder so 

many churches have created separate worship spaces for kids and adults.  

But I believe parents who choose to keep their kids in the pew with them on 

Sunday morning have an opportunity to experience the true heart of worship. 

I actually learned to worship through the effort of teaching my two squirming 

kids how to worship!  

Worship is our offering to God ñ a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God 

(Romans 12:1). Worship is all about God, not us. It is about Godõs pleasure, 

not our performance. It is about Godõs glory, not our growth. Helping my kids 

engage in worship was a sacrifice of my personal enjoyment and convenience 

on Sunday morning. But in sacrificing my òwhat I get out of itó attitude, I 

learned how to pay attention to what God wanted.  

It was hard work to think through how I could train my children to worship. I 

didnõt want them to just be quiet and behave on Sunday morning ñ I wanted 

them to belong. I didnõt want them to entertain themselves, but to engage 

with God in the wonder of what worship really is. Eventually, I discovered 

practical ways to help my kids fully participate in every part of our service, 

from the singing of praise songs to the listening of Godõs Word.  

* Most kids love òthe singing partó of the service because they can make a 

joyful noise as well as anyone. If there is a short refrain, help younger 

children sing that part with gusto!   

* Helping children engage in the times of prayer is also important. I canõt 

tell you how many times during the òsilent prayer of confessionó I leaned 

over to each of my kids and said, òOK, nowõs the time to tell Jesus just 

what you did this week concerning that fight with your brother/sister.ó   

* One thing children can prepare ahead of time is their tithe or offering. Let 

young children decorate small envelopes with a picture for Jesus.   

* Helping train children to listen during the òlong partó (the sermon) is a 

challenge. Training children to worship the Lord and participate as part of 

the community of faith takes persistence, patience and prayer.  Ask grade

-school children to listen for a repetitive idea and to retell an illustration 

after the service.  Ask toddlers to squeeze your finger every time they hear 

that word.  

Donõt let the awkward or embarrassing moments dampen your resolve. To 

see God begin to work wonders in your child is heartwarming. To see them 

continue that faith journey into adulthood is the deepest joy of parenting!   
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 

TV MINISTRY YOU CAN 

TRUST! 
Access for Kalamazoo and Portage  

Tuesday, Thursday & Sunday 

6 AM & 10 AM 

Spiritual Channel 187 

¶ 30-Minute Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod worship service 

¶ Produced by Lutherans for the 
homebound, hospitalizedé 

¶ Includes the Gospel, Epistle, and 
Sermon by LCMS pastors 

¶ Music by choirs, soloists, and 
small groups 

Inside Out 

September 1, 2024 ð Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev.Thomas Eggold 
God always works from the inside out, and no matter what depraved 

things you have seen, and no matter what despicable things you have 

done, and no matter how dirty your heart has been, your sins have 

been placed by the Father on His Son. Today, because He took your 

sins upon Himself, you are a new creation in Christ Jesus. 

Sermon Text: Mark 7:15 

Readings: Psalm 119:129-136; Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Mark 

7:14-23 

 

Be Opened! 

September 8, 2024 ð Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Shayne Jonker 
Jesus wants to do for you what He did for that deaf mute man in the 

Decapolis that day. He wants to stick His Word into your ears, to cut 

through deafness, to open your ears, your minds, and your hearts. 

Thus He speaks His Ephphatha to you. Be opened. 

Sermon Text: Mark 7:37 

Readings: Psalm 146; Isaiah 35:4-7a; Mark 7:31-37 

 

Healing for Our Children 

September 15, 2024 ð Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Paul Shoemaker 
A seriously ill child demands the parentsõ full attention. Parents will do 

anything possible to help their child regain physical health. Our 

heavenly Father did everything possible to restore our spiritual health, 

even sacrificing His Son to win for us spiritual health and wholeness. 

Join us on Worship Anew as we share the tools God gives us to restore 

and maintain spiritual health. 

Sermon Text: Mark 9:14-29 

Readings: Psalm 116:1-9; Isaiah 50:4-10; Mark 9:14-29 

 

A Difficult Victory 

September 22, 2024 ð Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. William Mueller 
The text is all about òSpiritual Warfare.ó But that often isnõt a topic we 

feel comfortable discussing. Why is that? Might the difficulty lie in the 

fact we might too readily be reminded of our sin? But it is a victory 

through Jesus Christ. What makes it difficult? 

Sermon Text: James 3:13-4:10 

Readings: Psalm 54; James 3:13-4:10; Mark 9:30-37 

 

In Service of Go(o)d! 

September 29, 2024 ð St. Michael and All Angels 

Rev. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
Popular today among both young and old are action hero figures. 

These heroes in different ways act in service of good. God gives Christ 

followers the greatest action heroes ð angels ð who act in and on 

behalf of the greatest good: in service of good and in service of God! 

Sermon Text: James 3:13-4:10 

Readings: Psalm 54; James 3:13-4:10; Mark 9:30-37 

We remember to pray for 

Homebound friends: 

Caroline Barkow, Sally Beck, 

Judy Chumas, Shirley 

Cosgrove, Ginny Evans, 

Audrey Glover, Maxine June, 

Bernie & Pauline Kubacki, 

Phyllis Kurlowicz, Carrol 

McCarty*, Nancy Miller, Dean 

Monck, Joan Pfister, Wilma 

Ritchie, Vic Schroeder, 

Marilyn Sible, Darlene Surch, 

Ernie & Judi VanOrman, 

Sharon White 

Where else can I find these programs? 

§ Download the Hope-Full Living app on your phone 

 

 

§ Listen to Audio Only files at this worshipanew.org 
link  Audio files  

https://worshipanew.org/by-type/listen/program-audio?sapurl=Lys2ajhmL2xiL21zLysza24zdzhqP2VtYmVkPXRydWUmcmVjZW50Um91dGU9YXBwLndlYi1hcHAubGlicmFyeS5tZWRpYS1zZXJpZXMmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQjNrbjN3OGo=
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DISCIPLESHIP 
Christian education is vital to our Spiritual health and growth. 
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What makes Saint Michael Lutheran 

Church special?  How do we care for 

one another and how can I get 

involved in what God is doing among 

us?   

You may be asking yourself these questions, especially if you are new 

to the Lutheran church, or if you are sending your children to a 

Lutheran school.  You may have an interest in these things because 

you are thinking about joining our congregation, even as one 

transferring to us from another LCMS church. 

In order to address these questions, we offer this course of 

instruction entitled: òExploring Our Faith.ó  It is taught on Sunday 

mornings during the same time as the childrenõs Sunday School and 

other Adult Bible Classes, namely 9:45 am to 10:45 am. 

In this course, you will find that our Lutheran faith is Bible based, and 

you will get to know some of the existing ministry leaders in our 

congregation.  All in all, it will help prepare you to be a more faithful 

follower of our Lord Jesus Christ, and an active communicant 

member of St. Michael Lutheran Church and School. 

òExploring                                                             

Our Faithó 

SUNDAY MORNING LEARNING HOUR 

9:45-10:45 AM 

MUSIC 

ROOM 

#114 

BEGINNING 

SEPT. 8th 
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Preschool - 2nd 

Room #123 

Adults Invited to Join Us! 

3rd - 7th Grade 

Room #119 

 

8th Grade & High 

School Students in 

Youth Room  

for Bible Study 

with Pastor Toman 

MAKING MIGHT Y MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 

Orientation will be Sunday, September 8 in 

the Sanctuary. 

We look forward to seeing our 6-7-8th grade 

friends! 

Middle School Students can now begin 

selecting dates on the Acolyte Schedule for 

this school year. You can find that 

information on our website  

Coffee/Donuts & end of 

summer fellowship 

8th - HS YOUTH 
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