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WE ARE CALLED  
     to make disciples of Jesus 

Email Updates 
Sign up for regular email updates 

from St. Michael. We try to send 

something mid-day on Friday and 

when special services and events 

are happening. 
 

Office Contacts: 

Church  + 269-327-7832 

School  + 269-327-0512 

Christ For Kids + 269-327-4889 
 

mightymessengers.org 
St. Michael’s website is full of 

helpful information. We are excited 

about the new design and support 

provided by Computer Guild! 

The vision of St. Michael Lutheran is to be a growing 

congregation within our local community that is “Making 

Mighty Messengers for Christ” by helping people: 

DEVELOP, by the power of the Holy Spirit 

working through His Word and 

Sacraments, a more vibrant and 

personal relationship with God 

through faith in Jesus Christ that 

expresses itself in consistent prayer 

and worship; and to 

GAIN practical, relevant, biblical insights 

for faithful Christian living both 

through personal Bible study and 

through our various Christian 

educational offerings such as Sunday 

School, Bible class, St. Michael 

Lutheran School; and to 

BELONG to a loving and caring family of 

faith with a solid doctrinal heritage 

through active membership, ministry 

involvement, and Small Group 

participation; and to 

GIVE of ourselves to others in loving 

Christian service and evangelistic 

witness within the congregation and 

beyond it to our local community and 

world. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES 

Saturdays at 5:00pm - Informal Worship 

Sundays at 8:30am - with the organ and Lutheran Service Book hymnal 

Sundays at 11:00am -  Contemporary Worship 

Holy Communion:  The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered 

at Lamplight the Saturday before a second or fourth Sunday; at 

8:30am on second and fourth (and fifth) Sundays; at 11:00am on 

first and third (and fifth) Sundays 

 

Supervised child care is provided throughout Sunday morning 

worship services. 

During the Learning Hour (9:45AM-10:45AM) Sunday School is 

available for kids Preschool to High School, and Adults too! 

Facemasks in worship services are 
now optional for those who are at 

reduced risk of spreading COVID-19. 
Live broadcasts  through an FM 
transmit ter  to our  park ing lo t ,  

Facebook and Youtube wi l l  continue to  
be ava i lable .  I f  you are  concerned 

about your hea l th  r isk ,  or  the 
possib i l i ty  of  r isking the hea l th  of  
others ,  you can rece ive  the Lord ’s  

Supper  in the park ing lot  a t  the end of  

a  communion service.  

UPDATED: 
PANDEMIC 
PROTOCOL 
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The month of June is often a happy one as warmer 

weather settles in for good, school lets out for the 

summer, graduation celebrations abound, and 

many people begin to take their vacations and 

weekend getaways. June this year is that much 

more celebrative because finally life is beginning to 

return to something more normal. The month 

marks the one year mark since we opened up the 

pews to worship services early in the pandemic of 

2020, and now in 2021 we are worshiping in the 

pews with “masks optional.” In fact, after our 

school lets out for the summer you’ll see notices on 

the doors indicating that the wearing of facemasks 

is optional for all functions within our building. 

Nearly 70% of our country has been vaccinated 

against the virus, and it is now becoming available 

to teenagers (and soon to younger kids too), so we 

seem to be well on the way to putting this whole 

nightmare behind us. Praise God! 

Of course, that doesn’t mean that we will be 

foolhardy and through all caution to the winds. It’s 

always been a good idea to wash your hands, and 

to do what’s necessary to maintain a healthy 

immune system. We will continue to be good 

stewards of our bodies, and we will benefit from the 

many things we learned during the pandemic about 

how to take care of ourselves and our neighbors. 

We’re making facemasks optional (rather than 

saying in particular that those fully vaccinated need 

not wear it) because we don’t want to single out or 

stigmatize anyone who has not been vaccinated. 

Those who are concerned that they might yet carry 

or contract COVID-19 are still encouraged to wear a 

facemask wherever they go out of love for others. 

We will also still have the liturgical lavabo of clergy 

hand sanitizing prior to communion distribution, 

and for the time being at least, we will continue to 

serve communion as we have been doing. We’ll 

also keep on refraining from the usual passing of 

the peace of the Lord and the passing of the 

offering plates. We will continue to provide the 

order of service (and bulletin) only to you 

electronically, both in your email and on the 

screens in the sanctuary. Thank you for filling out 

the new attendance cards in the pew. If you use the 

QR code to fill it out online, you will also see a link 

that will take you to the orders of service on your 

phone right then and there, as well as an 

opportunity to give electronically. Just click on the 

three navigation bars and then on the word 

“donate.” 

In conclusion, I join with the apostle St. John in 

saying to you what he wrote in his third epistle. . . 

“Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good 

health and that all may go well with you, 

even as your soul is getting along well. It 

gave me great joy when some believers 

came and testified about your faithfulness 

to the truth, telling how you continue to walk 

in it. I have no greater joy than to hear that 

my children are walking in the truth. . . I 

have much to write you, but I do not want to 

do so with pen and ink. I hope to see you 

soon, and we will talk face to face.” 

In Christ, 

We VALUE. . .  

“IT’S GOOD TO SEE YOUR FACE” 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
 

March Avg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112 

April Avg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262 

May Avg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277 

 

Annual Avg. 2019 . . . . . . . 347 

Annual Avg. 2020 . . . . . . . 197 
(+ uncounted online viewers)    

Annual Avg. 2021 . . . . . . . 232 
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WORSHIP  
Gathering around God’s Word and Sacraments to receive His gifts & give Him glory. 

We value worship, 

as we gather around 

God’s Word and 

Sacraments, that is 

meaningful and up-

lifting, including clear, 

relevant preaching. 

We appreciate both 

traditional liturgy 

and hymns as well 

as contemporary 

music and desire 

variety and quality in 

all our worship 

services so that we 

might have a 

meaningful 

experience of 

praising and 

glorifying God with 

the best that we have. 
Colossians 3:16-17) 

Our sanctuary is full of so 

many beautiful colors! From 

the lovely flowers on the altar, 

to our beautiful stained glass 

windows, to the beautiful 

variety of Sunday clothes 

people wear, we are 

surrounded by colorful joy! 

 

One beautiful spot of color 

that may go unnoticed is our 

altar. If you pay attention 

however, you may notice that 

the color of the paraments 

(the liturgical hangings that 

adorn our altar) changes every 

now and then. 

 

The practice of displaying 

certain liturgical colors goes 

back hundreds of years in our church history. The church has 

traditionally used certain colors for certain times of the year to help 

remind us of the work that God did through his son Jesus at certain 

times during his ministry. 

 

We are now in the church season of Pentecost, and so our altar (and 

pastors) are adorned with the color green. This symbolizes the new life, 

hope, and anticipation we have in Jesus Christ. As our backyards and 

parks begin to fill with full, green trees, so do we also celebrate the 

new life that Jesus brings us through his life, death, and resurrection.  

 

The next time you are in our sanctuary, take a look around at all the 

green and remember the new life that Jesus gives you today! When you 

are out and about and, especially as God brings more beautiful 

weather, may he remind you of the renewed life you now have by faith. 
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSEN GERS FOR CHRIST  

TV MINISTRY 

YOU CAN TRUST! 
Spiritual Channel 189 

 AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
     Access for 

Kalamazoo and Portage  
WJPG-LD 26 (TCT) 

 

Sunday 6 AM 

12 Noon, 6PM 

12 Midnight  
Repeats on Wednesdays 

 
 30-Minute Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod 
worship service 

 Produced by Lutherans for 
the homebound, 
hospitalized… 

 Includes the Gospel, 
Epistle, and Sermon by 
LCMS pastors 

 Music by choirs, soloists, 
and small groups 

 
Worship Anew is the  

new name for Worship  

for Shut-Ins. 

June 6, 2021 – Second Sunday after Pentecost 

PSALM 130; GENESIS 3:8-15; MARK 3:20-35 

“CRAZY OR FAITHFUL?” - SERMON TEXT: MARK 3:21 - REV. SHAYNE JONKER 

It’s crazy. Getting up for church, going through ancient rituals that have no connection with 

contemporary culture, and calling yourself a sinner, and believing that a pastor’s word is 

Christ’s Word forgiving your sins. Singing difficult hymns, praying to a God you can’t see or 

hear directly, eating a bit of bread and drinking a sip of wine believing they are the sacrificial 

Body and Blood of Jesus. Trusting Jesus’ finished work instead of your own works for 

salvation. Some will say, It’s of the devil. Most will say you’re crazy. God calls it faithful. 

June 13, 2021 – Third Sunday after Pentecost 

PSALM 1; 2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-10; MARK 4:26-34 

“OUR FOREVER HOME” - SERMON TEXT: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-10 - REV. PAUL 

SHOEMAKER 

As we age, we become more and more aware of our mortality. Our once strong body shows 

signs of weakness and age.  The day will come when the burdens of this life will be over, and 

we will be forever with the Lord. 

June 20, 2021 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost   

PSALM 124; JOB 38:1-11; MARK 4:35-41 

“FEAR KNOT!” - SERMON TEXT: MARK 4:35-41 - REV. WILLIAM MUELLER 

The picture is very familiar: Jesus, asleep in the boat while His disciples battle the elements, 

trying to keep the boat afloat. Is Jesus unaware of their concern or, worse yet, the danger at 

hand? The answer to that question is the same answer He lovingly gives us to answer our 

questions of where He is during the storms of our life. Where is Jesus? He is right here! 

Listen to what He says. 

June 27, 2021 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

PSALM 30; LAMENTATIONS 3:22-33; MARK 5:21-24, 35-43 

“PRAISE AND ADORATION” - SERMON TEXT: PSALM 30 - REV. DR. THOMAS 

AHLERSMEYER 

The “business of living” brings incredible joys and unbearable sorrows. Christ-followers 

praise God in the highs and lows of life and all conditions in between. We live with the sure 

and certain hope that Jesus Christ is with us through it all. 

Great news! 
St. Michael’s traditional 8:30 

AM service will now 

be posted to the Spiritual TV  

Channel, according to this 

schedule.  

Monday 6AM 

Tuesday 10:30 PM 

Wednesday 5PM 

Thursday Midnight & 8AM 

Friday 5AM & 1PM 

Saturday 7AM & 8:30PM 

Sunday 3:30 & 11:30 AM, 2PM 

Charter Spectrum Channel 189 

Caro l ine  Barkow 

Lotte  Chr is toph  

Sh i r ley  Cosgrove  

Ethel  Dahms* 

El l ie  Deib ler  

G inny  Evans  

Jack & Vi  Evans* 

Dorothy  Ferguson  

Nola  Geisse l  

Audrey  Glover  

V i rg i l  Harr ison  

Nancy Heath  

Norma Hols t*  

Bob Johnson 

F lo  Kangas* 

Phy l l is  Kur lowicz  

Caro l  McCarty*  

Ardean Monck 

Mar i l yn  S ib le  

*non-members 
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DISCIPLESHIP  
Christian education is vital to our Spiritual health and growth. 

We value 

discipleship through 

the Christian 

education of children 

and adults of all ages 

as essential and vital 

to our spiritual health 

and growth. While we 

highly value people of 

every age, we are 

especially excited 

about our population 

of young families, 

many of whom come 

into our congregation 

through our Christian 

education programs 

for children. 
Luke 18:15-17) 

Kid’s Sunday School Classes are on PAUSE  until July 11th 

Look for a children's activity 

sheet near the Guestbook, 

that helps kids focus on the 

week's Gospel lesson! 

 

We want your family to 

register and experience 

the BOLT: Towards Faith in 

Jesus Vacation Bible School 

program that is scheduled in the month of June. It can be a family activity or stretch 

your discipleship skills and invite neighbors and friends to join you! We will prepare a 

“bucket of goodies” to assist you in your adventure, so please REGISTER NOW 

at: mightymessengers.org  

 

We also encourage families to be engaged in devotional time at home through 

reading the Scriptures; experiencing a new church location as you travel for 

vacation; finding unique and interesting places to have family prayer time; and having 

caring conversations about how Jesus is working within your daily lives.  

"For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God 

has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, 

his treasured possession." -- Deuteronomy 7:6  and 14:2 

 

Sunday Evening Youth Group 

Upcoming Events: 

June 6: Bonfire night (Dinner TBD) 

June 13: Bike to Celery Flats/ Picnic 

June 20: Beach Day (2-7)  

COFFEE & DONUTS WILL BE BACK 

FOR THE SUMMER DURING THE LEARNING HOUR!! 

Volunteers are needed to make it happen - 

Please contact Diane Gibson (925-989-5059 or 

voxnaswede@aol.com) and pick a date on her volunteer calendar 

to assist with the Donut Pickup, Serving Coffee & Cleanup. 

DO-NUT EXPECT DONUTS, IF WE DO-NUT HAVE VOLUNTEERS!!  

The summer schedule brings and opportunity to have a variety of 

special presentations and guests.  We will also continue with some of 

the Ray Vander Laan on location in the Holy land video series. 

https://mightymessengers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd14b68d379679a10bdeb9697&id=7e85fd4476&e=a8084776d9
mailto:voxnaswede@aol.com
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Congratulations to our SMLS Class of 2021! Though 

each of these bright young people have spent 

varying amounts of time at our school, they have 

had an impact with their insight, their humor, their 

love for Christ, and their commitment to working 

hard in school. Annie Taylor has been at St. Michael 

since preschool and will be attending Portage 

Central High School in the fall. Andrew Heimlich and 

Jacob Heacox, two of our recent confirmands, 

began at St. Michael in 5th grade and will also be 

attending Portage Central High School in the fall. 

Ben Plested joined us this year for his 8th grade 

year and will be attending Paw Paw High School this 

fall. We ask that you cover these teens in prayer for 

a safe summer and a smooth transition to high 

school, and we pray as well that they continue to 

shine bright for Jesus in the years ahead! 

 

-Mrs. Lam 

Middle School Homeroom Teacher 

 

SMLS CLASS OF 2021  
 

 
If you have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, you can say 
to this mountain, ’Move from 
here to there,’ and it will 
move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you. 

-Matthew 17:20 

MAKING MIGHT Y MESSEN GERS FOR CHRIST  
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EVANGELISM  
Reaching out with the saving Gospel and proclaiming His truth to all people. 

We value 
evangelism and 
believe that the good 
news of the 
forgiveness of sins 
and eternal salvation 
through the death 
and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ is the 
main message of the 
church. We care 
about meeting all 
human needs but 
recognize that the 
most important need 
people have is for a 
love relationship with 
God through Jesus 
Christ, and so we 
reach out with this 
saving Gospel and 
proclaim the truth of 
God’s Word to all 
people without 
compromise.  )Acts 1:8) 

The Rite of Confirmation provides an opportunity for 

the individual Christian, relying on God's promise 

given in Baptism, to make a personal public 

profession of the faith and a lifelong pledge of 

faithfulness to Christ. Confirmation teaches baptized 

Christians on the Ten Commandments, the Apostles' 

Creed, the Lord's Prayer, Baptism, Confession, and 

the Eucharist. This is not an "ending point," just a 

continuation of the faith journey.  

Hope Abigail Docsa  Baptized: 10/7/2007  "Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me 

your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my 

hope is in you all day long." -- Psalm 25:4-5 

  

Jacob Curzon Heacox  Baptized: 8/12/2012  "You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. Then the Father will 

give you whatever you ask in my name." -- John 15:16 

  

Andrew John Heimlich  Baptized: 4/8/2007  "For the wages of sin is death, but the 

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." -- Romans 6:23 

  

Sophia Breanne Hunter  Baptized: 8/12/2007  "The LORD himself goes before you 

and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not 

be discouraged." -- Deuteronomy 31:8 

  

Leyton David Kahle  Baptized: 3/21/2007  "Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding." -- Proverbs 3:5-6 

  

Ivan Valerian Kwigizile  Baptized: 4/8/2007  "You are all sons of the light and sons 

of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness." -- 1 Thessalonians 5:5 

  

Maxwell Scott Lawson  Baptized: 12/24/2006  "My command is this: Love each 

other as I have loved you." -- John 15:12 

  

Macey Nicole Meyer  Baptized: 3/29/2007  "Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will 

never leave you nor forsake you."  -- Deuteronomy 31:6 

  

Brandon Arlington McNees  Baptized: 2/3/2007  "Be strong and courageous. Do not 

be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will 

never leave you nor forsake you." -- Deuteronomy 31:6 

  

Connor James Nuyen  Baptized: 2/25/2007  "Have I not commanded you? Be 

strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD 

your God will be with you wherever you go." -- Joshua 1:9 

  

McKenzie Renee Nuyen  Baptized: 2/25/2007  "I can do everything through him 

who gives me strength." -- Philippians 4:13 

  

Mark Dale Rudowske  Baptized: 6/18/2006  "For we do not have a high priest who 

is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 

tempted in every way, just as we are - yet was without sin." -- Hebrews 4:15 

  

Kylee Rose Smith  Baptized: 9/2/2007  "Don't let anyone look down on you because 

you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith 

and in purity." -- 1 Timothy 4:12  
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSEN GERS FOR CHRIST  

3 Days of beautifully illustrated Christ-Centered 

Lessons offered in a virtual format at home. 
 

 

VISIT: MIGHTYMESSENGERS.ORG

 

Bring a lawn chair to Worship at 5:00 PM 

Special Musical Guest: Wendysue Fluegge 

Learn about our missionaries: 
  R e v .  Ja m es  &  De ac on e ss  Chr i s t e l  Neu e nd or f  

  R e v .  D r .  Ed wa rd  &  M o n ic a  N au m an n  

  R e v .  D r .  Jo nat ha n  &  De aco n e ss  C he ry l  N au man n  

 L AMP  T ea m to  La c  B r och et  a  v i l l a ge  in  Ma n i tob a ,  Ca na da  

Enjoy a Prayer Walk around our campus with friends 

Youth sponsored Obstacle Course & Games 

  Tables & Chairs will be set for Dinner with Friends 

FOOD TRUCK ONSITE 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgOZop_oG_xHAL3PUdAzOfvgR-geGf7S7kPjeHVIi5Pcaotg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSEN GERS FOR CHRIST  

 

St. Michael would like to host at Milham Meadows on Friday, July 16 

provided we have enough volunteers. (setting up around 4:00 pm)  
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSEN GERS FOR CHRIST  

To All Graduates 

NEXT BLOOD DRIVE AT 

ST. MICHAEL 

WILL BE JUNE 18 

Register today 

to save a life!  

SUGGESTED 

DONATIONS  
 

We hope to serve up 

to 6,000 meals during 

Catalyst Week! 

Food / Paper Products Signup Genius  

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/20f0d45aca62aa0fa7-2021 

 Hamburgers (pre-frozen patties) 

 Hamburger Buns 

 Hot Dogs 

 Hot Dog Buns 

 Bottled Waters (cases of 24-32) 

 Cookies (pre-packaged) 

 Watermelons 

 Chips (large bags) 

 Plates 

 Napkins 

 Freeze Pops for Street Teams 

 

Care Package to Nursing Homes  

Signup Genius (500 kits to be delivered) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/20f0d45aca62aa0fa7-nursing 

 Prayer Notes 

 Large Print Devotionals 

 Puzzles 

 Socks 

 Personal Care Items 

 Pre-packaged Snacks 

 

Other Items Needed 

 Bibles and Devotionals 

 Small Counseling Booklets 

 Craft Supplies 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
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SERVICE  
Good stewardship of time, talents and treasure for the work of ministry. 

We value service and 

good stewardship of 

our time, talents, and 

treasure within our 

congregation and 

community. We put a 

high premium on the 

volunteer ministry of 

our members, 

believing that the 

primary role of our 

professional church 

workers is not to do 

all the ministry 

themselves but ’to 

equip the saints for 

the work of ministry. 
Ephesians 4:12) 

Romans 12:4-8) 

billburmeister@mi-cef.org 800-242-3944 

 

INVISIBLE LEGACIES 
David Green, the Founder of 

Hobby  Lobby ,  had some 

interesting insights in his new 

book, “Giving It All Away…and 

Getting It All Back Again: The Way 

of Living Generously”.  He talks 

about his upbringing in a pastor’s 

home, moving around from small 

town to small town, watching how 

his parents handled life. 

His parents gave money together 

for missions, but his mother 

wanted to make her own offering 

for missions.  So, she made and 

sold doilies, the crocheted mats 

some use for decoration on tables. 

That memory still sticks with him.  

Green states, “Everything that I 

have and all that I long to pass on 

to my descendants has grown 

from the riches my parents 

embedded in my life”. 

A legacy of true value is a legacy 

made of more than money.  It’s a 

legacy conceived in wisdom, 

nurtured by principle and 

sustained by character.  If we only 

pass money to the next 

generation, we lay a crushing load 

upon them.  The inheritance of 

greater value is the sum of how we 

live, what we believe and the 

content of the dreams that carry 

us to success. 

The legacies our generation hopes 

to pass on to the next are not 

made of money alone.  Money is 

important, and we should be 

grateful we have enough to give to 

our children.  Yet the greater parts 

of our legacies are made of 

invisible things.  They are the 

family stories we have to recount.  

They are the values those stories  

 

have to teach. 

Invisible qualities, not money,  

make life worth living.  Because of 

these qualities, we can build a 

legacy worth passing on.  That 

legacy has certainly impacted 

David Green. 

We are all wired differently.  We all 

have different callings in life.  The 

stories resulting from our histories 

are unique, but each can be 

significant to pass along to those 

around us.  Those stories and 

what our children observe can 

have a lasting impact as they 

barrel down the path of life. 

As we plan to share our earthly 

riches with our heirs, we can also 

reinforce the eternal importance 

of our faith by including a financial 

Legacy Gift to those ministries that 

have had the greatest influence on 

our lives.  By including this final 

“Offering” in our plans, we help 

insure the Gospel truth will be 

shared with others long after we 

are Home.  It can be a final 

example that continues to shape 

how our children react to the 

world.  

Live as a Christian example and 

make a difference forever!  Please 

contact your Church Extension 

Fund Rep (Dave Johnson), or call 

us to find out more about ways to 

partner with CEF to make a 

difference where God has placed 

you. 
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSEN GERS FOR CHRIST  

Open Scheduling for Public 

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics 

O u r  p u b l i c  C O V I D - 1 9 

vaccination Bronson clinics are 

now open to anyone 12 years 

old and up.. That means 

people will be able to log on 

and immediately select a date, 

time and location for a 

vaccination appointment. Our 

Vaccine Call Center is also 

open Monday-Friday for the 

public to call to schedule an 

appointment (269) 220-3970. 

We encourage you to share 

with your family and friends 

who still haven’t been 

vaccinated. The website 

is bronsonhealth.com/covid19

vaccine.  

Join CPH Reads this 

summer from June 1 

through August 13, log 

1,000 points, and be 

entered to win great 

reading-related prizes. 

https://mightymessengers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd14b68d379679a10bdeb9697&id=a5c2a1a014&e=a8084776d9
https://mightymessengers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd14b68d379679a10bdeb9697&id=a5c2a1a014&e=a8084776d9
https://mightymessengers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd14b68d379679a10bdeb9697&id=4b96e1ee73&e=a8084776d9
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FELLOWSHIP  
Reconciled through Christ, actively loving and caring for one another. 

We value 

fellowship and want a 

friendly church that 

is like a loving family 

that actively cares for 

one another in times 

of need. When 

inevitable conflicts 

arise among us, we 

desire to be 

reconciled to one 

another, to 

communicate 

honestly and lovingly 

with each other, and 

to worship, work, and 

play together in 

peace and harmony.  
Acts 2:42-47) 

Marriage Encounter – 

Strengthening Marriages in 

Challenging Times 
 

Marriage Encounter helps married 

husbands and wives celebrate 

their special relationship - and 

provides them with unique 

insights and tools to improve their 

communication for the long haul. 

A Marriage Encounter Experience 

is an opportunity to celebrate your 

love, learn a delightful new 

method of communication, and 

reap joyful long-term rewards for 

yourself, your family, and your 

faith journey as husband and wife.  

Even great marriages can become 

even stronger with these tools! 

 

As you may have noted in my last 

update, our Michigan Lutheran 

Marriage Encounter group decided 

to host a virtual Marriage 

Encounter Experience this spring 

since an in-person weekend was 

still not an option.  I am pleased to 

report it was a success, with 12 

couples from across the country 

being blessed through the 

experience.  Praise be to God!  I 

am especially thankful for our 

members Brian and Donna Zelner, 

who work tirelessly to support this 

important ministry – we are 

blessed to have them in our St. 

Michael family!  The virtual 

weekend would most certainly not 

have happened without all their 

efforts.   

 

We are hopeful that we can 

resume in-person experiences this 

fall, with the next weekend in 

Michigan scheduled October 1-3.  

There will also be at least a couple 

virtual experiences offered 

throughout the spring and 

summer.  For more information, 

visit the Lutheran Marriage 

E n c o u n t e r  W e b s i t e ,  

www.godlovesmarriage.org, or 

check out the Marriage Encounter 

display in Communication Central.  

Related to this, I am excited to 

share that Mark & Jan Chilcott 

have graciously taken on the 

Loving Task of Registration Couple 

for Michigan.  Anyone with 

questions about the upcoming 

Michigan weekend can get in 

t o u c h  w i t h  t h e m  - 

mchilc6444@aol.com. 

 

For those couples who have 

already been blessed by a 

Marriage Encounter experience, 

you may be aware of our local 

Journey Group.  While we haven’t 

been able to meet very often 

during the pandemic, our Journey 

Group is planning to gather for our 

annual cookout at Brian and 

Donna’s house on June 5, from 3-

5pm.  Please let them know if you 

plan to attend.  If you have been 

blessed by a Marriage Encounter 

experience and would like to join 

our Journey Group, but are not 

already on the email list, please 

reach out to Chris Wilkins at 

kalgal369@gmail.com – we would 

love to have you!   

Jesse and Shannon Hogue 
 

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org
mailto:mchilc6444@aol.com
mailto:kalgal369@gmail.com
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TO GREAT-GREAT-

GRANDMA BURRELL 

We rejoice with our member, 

Thelma Burrell (94), who has 

recently become a Great-Great-

Grandma. 

In the picture, you can see 

Thelma holding her great-great-

grandson. Directly behind her is 

the baby’s mom (Thelma’s great-

granddaughter), then pictured to 

her left is Thelma’s grand-

daughter, and pictured directly 

left of Thelma is her daughter. 

Thelma was one of eleven 

children and grew up in Concord, 

MI on a farm that grew 

vegetables and apples, and also 

had some cows. When she left 

home, she went to work for 

Michigan Bell telephone and was 

a long-distance operator. Thelma 

became a member of St. Michael 

in 2000, and has worshiped 

faithfully with us at the 8:30 

service until the pandemic has 

kept her away. 

Let us remember her and all 

those who have not been able to 

be in the pew with us for so long. 

They are a part of our 

congregation too, even if they 

must worship with us from afar. 
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SONS OF GOD 
By Edward Naumann 

Reprinted from The Lutheran Witness  

September 9, 2020 

 

The Rev. Dr. Edward Naumann lives and 

serves in South Asia, as theological 

educator for The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod. 

 

Read Luke 1:5–25.  
 

In Luke 1, the angel Gabriel visited a 

priest named Zechariah. Gabriel appeared 

suddenly as Zechariah served alone in the 

temple. Zechariah was afraid. For one 

thing he thought he was alone in the 

sanctuary. Suddenly, seeing anyone in 

there with him might have given him a 

fright. Gabriel, however, was not just 

anyone; he was an angel. The sight of the 

glorious creature must have been 

amazing, as the angel radiated with 

beauty and the glory of the Lord. He tells 

Zechariah not to be afraid. 

Then the angel announced something 

quite unexpected, that God had heard 

Zechariah’s prayer. What prayer did God 

hear? The angel explains: Zechariah’s 

wife Elizabeth will give birth to a son, 

whose name will be John. Zechariah 

should have been happy to hear this 

news, but at the same time it must have 

been surprising. 

Zechariah perhaps he thought, “I prayed 

so much for a child. Elizabeth and I both 

prayed. We prayed for many years, and we 

prayed fervently. But we haven’t prayed 

for a child now in a long time, not since 

Elizabeth passed childbearing age, and 

we accepted the fact that we will have no 

children. And now the prayer we prayed so 

many years ago has been heard?” 

But Gabriel said more, describing the type 

of man the boy would become. He 

announced that his birth would bring 

about joy, gladness and great rejoicing; 

that he would become great in the sight of 

the Lord; that he would not drink wine or 

any strong drink; that he would be filled 

with the Holy Spirit, even before his birth; 

and that he, going before the Lord in the 

spirit and power of Elijah, would turn 

many of the children of Israel to the Lord, 

turn the hearts of fathers to their children 

and turn disobedient people into those 

who seek wisdom and justice. 

Overwhelming news 
For Zechariah, this news was 

overwhelming, not only that he would 

have a son, but also that everything else 

would take place as well. In his mind, it 

was too good to be true. So, he stumbled 

and in disbelief, grasped for some reply. 

He grabbed hold of what he thought was 

scientific fact: He told Gabriel that he and 

Elizabeth were just too old to have a baby. 

The angel’s reply is one of the most 

amazing revelations. He tells Zechariah,“I 

am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of 

God” (Luke 1:19). He thereby, like a 

soldier, indicates his angelic name and 

rank. 

These details may seem meaningless to 

us. Zechariah, however, when he heard 

them, should have known what they 

meant. For Gabriel’s name was already 

recorded in Daniel 8. There, after Daniel 

saw a vision, a man appeared in front of 

him, and Daniel heard a voice saying, 

“Gabriel, make this man understand the 

vision” (Daniel 8:16). And the angel 

Gabriel explained Daniel’s vision. 

Zechariah, since he was a righteous man, 

would have known the book of Daniel. 

When he heard the name Gabriel, he 

would have recognized it and been 

amazed and afraid. 

He knew then that Gabriel was an 

immortal creature, one of the “morning 

stars” and “sons of God” who shouted 

together and rejoiced to see the creation 

of the world (Job 38:6–7); whom God 

created in the beginning, and created to 

be immortal. In short, he knew that 

Gabriel was an angel. 

We may think it is normal to believe in 

angels, but we have to remember that 

Zechariah lived in a time when some of 

the most powerful people in Jerusalem — 

especially among the priests in the 

Temple — were the Sadducees, who 

denied that angels existed (Acts 23:8). 

There were deep divisions in Jerusalem, 

between the Sadducees who denied the 

existence of angels and denied the 

resurrection, and the Pharisees, who 

believed in these things. The Sadducees 

sat in the ruling positions of power on the 

Judean Council known as the Sanhedrin. 

“If only the rulers of Israel could see what 

I see now!” Zechariah might have thought, 

as the angel Gabriel spoke to him. “There 

would be no more arguing, and this 

dispute could be settled once and for all.” 

More than his name, Gabriel also 

mentioned his rank and station: One who 

stands “in the presence of God.” 

Zechariah probably also understood from 

his readings that from among the many 

myriads of angels that God had created, 

only seven angels were privileged to hold 

this station (Rev. 8:2; see also Tobit 

12:15). Not only were the angels real, but 

here stood one of the highest-ranking 

angels. And more than that, Zechariah 

was going to have a baby boy. 

Words can hardly express the awe 

Zechariah must have felt, and also how 

____________________________ 

Gabriel also mentioned his rank 

and station: One who stands “in 

the presence of God.”  
____________________________ 
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foolish he felt to have disbelieved Gabriel’s message. It was too late, however, for him 

to change his initial reaction. To give Zechariah a sign of the truth of his message, 

Gabriel took away his speech, and prophesied: “Behold, you will be silent and unable 

to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my 

words, which will be fulfilled in their time” (Luke 1:20). 

And with that, the angel left him. Zechariah could not speak. After his days of service 

in the temple, he went home, and everything happened just as the angel said. His 

wife conceived, despite her old age. The boy was filled with the Holy Spirit even from 

his mother’s womb. His relatives gathered with them and rejoiced with them. And 

when the boy was born, Zechariah called him John. With this final act, Zechariah was 

finally able to speak again. 

Sons by adoption and grace 
Jesus teaches us how valuable God considers His human children as He stations 

angels to watch over them. “Their angels always see the face of my Father who is in 

heaven” (Matt. 18:10), He explains, while encouraging his followers never to look 

down on even the littlest of His disciples. 

With such simple words, Jesus explains the relationship between the two categories 

of sons of His Father: the angels, the sons of God by creation and obedience; and 

men, sons by adoption and grace. 

We might think it only proper that we should serve the angels; they came first and 

remained obedient to the Father, while we, like newborn babes, only entered into the 

world recently. Besides, we were conceived and born in rebellion and sin, not sons of 

God by nature but made sons only by God’s grace. God adopted us as His sons by His 

undeserved grace. 

We like to strive for first place, and for others we like to show favoritism. We give 

priority to those who have earned seniority, and we give preference to the strong over 

the weak, the great over the small and the rich over the poor. Of course, we would 

think that the noble, powerful, immortal angelic sons of God should enjoy more honor, 

glory and service than the sinful, weak and mortal human adopted sons. 

According to the plan of the Father, however, these creatures who bask in the glory of 

God are not served, but they serve. Angels are ministering spirits, sent to serve those 

who will inherit eternal life (Heb. 1:14). 

God puts the first last, and the last first. He puts His spiritual sons in service to the 

adopted sons. He commands the children who have always obeyed Him perfectly to 

be the ministering servants of those who rebelled against Him and returned. 

Such is the mystery of the will of God the Father. Far above His sons by adoption and 

His sons by creation is His only-begotten Son. This is His Son by essence, eternally 

begotten of the Father before any creature or creation. Indeed, only through Him were 

all things created. And yet the Father sent His only-begotten Son into the world, to 

become lower than the angels, to bestow upon mankind the unimaginable gift, of 

taking into Himself our humanity, thereby giving everyone who believes in Him the 

power and the right to be lifted up, to become a child of God. And as part of this plan, 

He willed that the angelic sons of God should become servants to the adopted sons, 

just as the angel Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, brought a message to 

Zechariah. 

Although we are only children by adoption, we should not be afraid, but confidently 

call upon God, according to His will, saying, “Our Father … Thy will be done.” We 

should ask that He send His holy angels to serve us and watch over us, so that the 

evil foe may have no power over us. This He will surely do, “for in Christ Jesus you are 

all sons of God, through faith” (Gal. 3:26). 

________________________________________________________ 

Although we are only children by adoption, we should not be afraid, 

but confidently call upon God, according to His will, saying, “Our 

Father … Thy will be done.”  
________________________________________________________ 

 LIFE SKILLS 

S-U-M-M-E-R CLASSES 

Children that have completed grade 2 

-5 are invited on Saturday mornings to 

meet with Mrs. Mary Wright to learn 

valuable skills and enjoy some great 

projects. Meet for special sessions 

during the summer on June 19, July 

24 and August 14. Allan Hall from 

9:00am-1:00pm. The group will be 

limited to 10 students, so register 

now! 

If anyone would like to help, or any 

high school students are looking for 

community service hours, please 

contact Mary. To register send your 

child's name, grade, parent name and 

contact info., and any allergy or 

medical concerns 

to mary.wright65@gmail.com Packing 

a lunch is not necessary, as 

preparation and eating will be part of 

This is a two-day Christian event 

featuring regional and national 

contemporary Christian music artists. It 

will take place July 23-24, 2021 at the 

En Gedi Campground River Resort in 

Leonidas, Mich. You will enjoy a variety 

of national artists on the Main Stage for 

both days. Saturday brings added 

excitement when the Tentmaker Music 

Stage fires up with talented up-and-

coming regional and national artists!    

https://www.engedimusicfest.com/ 

mailto:mary.wright65@gmail.com
https://www.engedimusicfest.com/
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TOUR ITINERARY 
 Itinerary    B- Breakfast, D- Dinner  

 

Day 1,     Depart USA to Frankfurt, Germany 
  

Day 2,     Herzlich Willkommen in Deutschland! Mainz (B, D)         
Upon arrival of our flight at Frankfurt Airport you 

will complete the passport and immigrations 

process, exit to the ground transportation area 

where you will be met by our professional tour 

manager who will escort the group to our private 

motor coach.   We begin our journey with a brief 

drive to the city of Mainz, where the Roman relics 

give away the fact of its 2000 year heritage! After 

our long flight we’ll welcome the opportunity to 

stretch our legs as our guide leads us on a 

walking tour through the old town with its magnificent baroque buildings; including a 

visit to the 1000-year-old Romanesque Mainz Cathedral to view the world-famous 

Chagall windows and Eduard Kreyssig's huge neo-Renaissance cupola of Christchurch 

at St. Stephan Church.  Afterwards, we visit the Gutenberg Museum, to view the 2-

copies of the world’s first printed Bible, centuries-old manuscripts and the printing 

presses. We will meet for an early “welcome to Germany” dinner.    Overnight Mainz or 

nearby 

  

Day 3,    Rhine Cruise, Worms (B) 
After our full German breakfast, we begin our day 

with a cruise along the Rhine River past some of 

the most picturesque stretches of this majestic 

waterway.  Next, we visit the city of Worms, where 

in 1521 Luther appeared before the Imperial 

Diet.  Here we view the world's largest monument 

to Luther and the Reformation.  This evening is 

on our own to enjoy dinner at one of the 

restaurants intown.  Your tour guide will provide 

suggestions for your dining pleasure.  Overnight 

Mainz or nearby 

  

Day 4,   Heidelburg, Wine Tasting (B, D) 
Next, we drive to the nearby city of Heidelberg, even back in Luther's day, student life shaped 

Heidelberg, Germany's oldest university town. Here, in the rooms of the university, the great 

Reformer presented his beliefs to the Augustinian Order in 1518, shortly after nailing 

GERMANY- PASSION PLAY AND LUTHER LANDS: 

MOUNTAINTOP EXPERIENCE FROM CALVARY TO 

Come along and experience with 

us the land of Martin Luther and 

enjoy some of the most important 

h is to r i ca l  s i gh ts  o f  the 

R e f o r ma t i o n :  W i t t e n b e r g , 

Eisleben, Erfurt, Wartburg, 

Heidelberg and more. Discover 

the impact this era has on who we 

are today. Follow in the footsteps 

of the courageous Christian men 

and women from the past and see 

why they were willing to take an 

uncompromising stand for the 

truth of God’s Word. 

 

Our tour will also take us back 

m u c h  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e 

Reformation era, as we witness 

one of the most phenomenal 

presentations of the saving work 

of Jesus in the entire world, the 

Passion Play in Oberammergau. 

Performed once every ten years 

(since 1634), this open-air 

spectacle will move you deeply 

and keep you enthralled for five 

hours (including a break for 

dinner). 

 

Throughout the journey we will 

travel together aboard a luxury 

motor coach, along with our 

professional tour guide, and 

o v e r n i g h t  i n  f i r s t - c l a s s 

accommodations. Join us for this 

once-in-a-lifetime adventure in 

2022. 

 

In Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Paul & Dana Naumann  

https://www.christiantravelplanners.com/media/k2/items/cache/817a0b87c8b4a5b09390d4c2ae24ca96_XL.jpg
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his theses to the door of the castle church in 

Wittenberg. The students and younger members 

of the university were enthralled by the fiery 

Luther. We will visit the memorial site in University 

Square commemorating these important first 

steps of the Reformation.  Afterwards, we drive 

through the gentle landscape of budding 

vineyards and fertile orchards of the wine region. 

This evening enjoy wine tastings and dinner with 

regional cuisine.  Cheers! Overnight Stuttgart or 

nearby   

 

Day 5,  Stuttgart (B, D) 
This morning we tour Stuttgart.  This capital city of the state of Baden-Württemberg is 

spread across a variety of hills, vineyards, valleys and parks and known as the 'cradle 

of the automobile industry'.  Together with our guide we will explore the city on a 

walking tour through the old city with its historical buildings and squares surrounded 

by two castles “Altes Schloss” and “Neues Schloss” including a visit to the Mercedes 

Museum.   After our day of sightseeing and time for lunch on our own we will board our 

coach for an awe-inspiring ride through the spectacular Bavarian Alps. Our group will 

meet this evening for dinner.  Overnight Bavarian Alps 

Day 6,  Neuschwanstein, 

Andechs Klosterbrauerei, Munich (B) 
After breakfast, we will board our coach for an 

awe-inspiring ride through the spectacular 

Bavarian Alps.  We begin our day with a visit to 

Neuschwanstein Castle- one of the most popular 

castles in Europe, the private refuge of mad King 

Ludwig II of Bavaria and the inspiration behind 

Disney’s Sleeping Beauty castle. We’ll tour this 

magnificent palace and learn more about the 

mysteries and legends of 19th century royalty. 

We continue our journey to Andechs 

Klostrbrauerei a popular pilgrimage site offering amazing views from Holy Mountain 

overlooking the shimmering blue waters of Lake Ammersee.  Here we see the 17th-

century Gothic church with onion-domed tower. We have time for lunch on our own at 

the modern brewery and beer garden before continuing on to Munich, the fun-filled 

capital of Bavaria.  Our driving sightseeing tour includes views of some of the most 

famous sights such as; the King’s Square with its 3 temple buildings in the classical 

Greek style, the Hall of Generals, the Angel of Peace monument, Maximilianeum State 

Parliament, the Royal Palace, Karl Square and the majestic Palace of Nymphenburg, 

and the Marienplatz to view of the Rathaus with its world famous 

glockenspiel.  Overnight Bavarian Alps  

Day 7,  42nd Passion Play 

Oberammergau, Bavarian Alps (B, D)  
We begin our day with a drive through the breath-

taking scenery of the majestic Bavarian Alps to 

the quaint alpine village of Oberammergau with 

its famous painted houses, wood carving studios 

and home to the theater that hosts the famous 

Passion Play, performed once every 10-

years.  We’ll have time to peruse the village 

shops and enjoy a walking tour as we mingle with 

the villagers and learn about the hard work and 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 
All travelers must travel with a valid 

passport, valid for at least 6-months 

beyond the return travel date.  Non US 

passport holders contact LT for 

credentials required to travel to the 

countries included in this tour.  

  

TOUR LEVEL - 
MODERATE ACTIVE TRAVELER, 

WALKING SIGHTSEEING TOUR 

Most sightseeing tours are walking tours 

(approx. 3-4 miles per day) and the 

historic sites you will visit date back 

hundreds of years and may not provide 

such amenities as elevators and ramps 

for the physically challenged. If you or you 

will be traveling with someone who has 

special needs (use a wheelchair, walker), 

hearing or visually impaired please 

contact LutherTours. 
  

TOUR INCLUDES   
Relaxed pace- time for reflection and 

spiritual inspiration  

Group airport transfers in Germany 

Luxury air-conditioned motor coach will 

transport you in comfort 

Services of our professional English-

speaking Tour Manager  

11 nights First-Class 4-star 

accommodations with private 

bathroom  

Hotel taxes 

Breakfast daily, 7-Dinners   

Gratuities for included meals 

Life Enriching Activities- spiritual, cultural 

and educational experiences daily 

Professional local guides   

Worship service at the churches where 

Martin Luther worshipped 

Regensburg Brewery visit and beer-

tastings 

Winery visit and tastings  

Rhine River sightseeing cruise 

2022 Passion Play Performance reserved 

seat  and accommodation in the 

Bavarian Alps  

All sightseeing and admissions as 

indicated in the itinerary   

Baggage handling throughout the 

tour  for 1-bag each 
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dedication of the local volunteers who bring the Passion Play alive for our enjoyment 

and a lifetime of memories.   This afternoon we make our way to the world famous 

Passion Play Theatre to attend the 42nd Oberammergau Passion Play. The play is five 

hours and performed in two acts, from 2:30pm – 5:30pm, with an intermission break 

including dinner and continues from 8:00pm- 10:00pm.  Prepare to be amazed as 

the stage comes alive…with a spectacular set, awe-inspiring performances, and live 

animals and birds under the majestic sky of the breathtaking Bavarian 

Alps!  Overnight Bavarian Alps  

Day 8,  Regensburg, Beer Brewery 

Visit and Tastings (B, D) 
Af ter  b reakfast  we  dr i ve to 

Regensburg.  Here our guide will lead our 

walking tour of the city including St. 

Peter’s Cathedral, home to the 

“Domspatzen”, cathedral sparrows boys 

choir dating to 975. We visit Document 

Neupfarrplatz, the archaeological 

excavation site under the cathedral, which 

in 1995 uncovered layers of the 

development of a city from the Roman 

military period of  A..D.179 to the 

medieval Jewish Quarter of 1519, to an air 

raid shelter from WWII. This afternoon we 

learn more about the history of beer and 

beer-making in Bavaria. 2016 marked the 

500th anniversary of the Bavarian Purity 

Law, and as it goes, Regensburg is home 

of 3 charity breweries, so drinking beer in 

Regensburg is always a good deed! Our 

brewery visit includes a tour of 

the brewery, demonstration and 

tastings.  Afterwards, we will enjoy dinner 

at a local restaurant before continueing on 

to Coburg for the evening.  Overnight 

Coburg  

Day 9,  Veste Coburg, Erfurt (B, D)  
Today we drive north to visit one of 

Germany’s largest castles Veste Coburg, 

the fortress where Luther took refuge and 

lived during the drafting of the Augsburg Confession.   Here we see the painted walls 

and ceiling of Cranach the Elder with impressive hunting scenes, the art treasures 

and the Luther Chapel. Next, we drive to Regensburg, a UNESCO World Heritage site 

and one of the few cities in Germany whose history goes back to the Romans. The city 

played a role in spreading the Protestant faith throughout Bohemia, Austria and 

Hungary and was a refuge for many Lutherans who were forced to flee their homes to 

escape religious persecution.  Afterwards we drive to the city of Erfurt, where Luther 

took the decisive step to turn to theology and the monastic life, when he was caught 

in a violent thunderstorm nearby and vowed to become a monk. Our guide will lead us 

through the city of Erfurt for a walking tour of including the medieval Kramer Bridge, 

the unmistakable ensemble of St. Mary's Cathedral and Church of St. Severus where 

Luther was ordained, and the Augustinian Monastery where Luther lived as a monk 

from 1505-1511 and where he studied, worshiped and was inspired to create the 

“Luther rose”. This evening our group will meet for dinner at one of the local 

restaurants. Overnight Erfurt  

PRICE* is per person based on double 

occupancy 

$4190 with 25 travelers  

$4390 with 21 travelers 

$650 Additional for Single Occupancy  

*Tour price subject to currency 

fluctuation. 

  

AIRFARE* is addition to the tour price 

Group Airfare to be confirmed 11-

months prior to travel dates.  Additional 

departures available from most cities, 

contact LutherTours for flight schedules 

and price.  

  

PAYMENT 
Nonrefundable Deposit 

$350 per person.   

Second Payment $650 due by April 30, 

2021 (a reminder will be sent to 

travelers) 

Balance due 120 days prior to departure 

(a reminder will be sent to travelers) 

  

TERMS and CONDITIONS 
Itinerary subject to change.  Tour price 

subject to change due to currency 

fluctuation.  Please be aware of the 

LutherTours complete Terms and 

Conditions of Travel and Cancellation 

policy, up to 100% CANCELLATION FEES 

WILL APPLY.  A copy is available by 

contacting our office directly or online 

at www.LUTHERTOURS.com  and 

click CONTACT to view Terms and 

Conditions of Travel policy. 

To review the Terms and Conditions of 

Travel for cancellation and change 

policy, call 1.844.777.1517 to request a 

copy.  LT and its travel partners reserve 

the right to alter the itinerary if 

necessary.  

  
NOT INCLUDED 
Meals/beverages not listed, Passport 

and Visa fee, Gratuities for tour 

manager, coach driver, hotel 

housekeepers, personal items such as 

internet Wi-Fi charges and phone calls  

  

TRIP INSURANCE 
Cancellation, Interruption and Medical 

Insurance is available- learn more about 

the benefits, coverage and limitations of 

purchasing a Travel Guard travel 

insurance plan.   

https://www.luthertours.com/images/Booking_Agreement_Terms_and_Conditions_0420.pdf
https://partners.travelguard.com/generic-pp/buy-now?arc=05949414
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 Day 10,  Wartburg Castle, 

Eisenach (B) 
Today we drive east and continue our journey 

along the Reformation Road and a visit to the 

magnificent Wartburg Castle where Luther took 

refuge while he translated the New Testament 

into the German language. Next, we visit, 

Eisenach,  Luther’s childhood town to tour the 

Luther Haus Museum and the Bach Museum, 

which houses an extensive collection of 

instruments from the 16th to 19th century and 

a permanent exhibition on the life and work of 

J. S. Bach. Our visit includes a musical 

performance on historical instruments. 

Overnight Erfurt 

  

Day 11,   Lutherstadt Eisleben, 

Lutherstadt Wittenberg (B) 
This morning we continue our journey in the 

footsteps of Martin Luther to Lutherstadt 

Eisleben.   Along our walking tour we will visit the 

houses where Luther was born in 1483, and 

where he died in 1546, St. Peter and Paul Church 

where Luther was baptized and St. Andrew 

Church where Luther preached his last four 

sermons and where his body laid in state. Next, 

we drive to Lutherstadt Wittenberg, also known 

as the “cradle of the Reformation”.  Dinner is on 

our own this evening, our tour manager will be 

available to suggest dining options from quick 

bites like sandwiches and pizza to a traditional 

German meal in a traditional German beer 

garden or pub. Overnight Wittenberg 

  

Day 12,   Lutherstadt Wittenberg, O.L.S. 

Chapel Worship Service (B, D) 
This morning after breakfast we will meet a 

local guide who will lead us on our walking tour 

of Wittenberg to visit the places where Luther 

walked with his fellow Reformation colleagues. 

We begin our journey at the inspiring 

Schlosskirche (Castle Church) and its historic 

95 theses doors, then on to the beautiful St. 

Mary’s Church where Luther preached and 

where his children were baptized, here we will 

view the amazing detail in the Reformation 

theme altar painted by Lucas Cranach- a close 

friend of Luther and Katie. We visit the Luther 

Museum, home to the largest collection of Reformation artifacts in the world. This 

afternoon we visit the Old Latin School for worship service in the OLS 

chapel.  Afterwards, we have time at leisure to enjoy the city on our own. Our group 

will meet for our farewell to Germany dinner.  Overnight Wittenberg 

  

Day 13,  End of tour (B)  
Group transfer from the hotel to the Berlin Airport.  

 

Itinerary subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

Thrivent Action Team grants are 

available for each person to receive up 

to $500 each year to assist a ministry 

project. 

 

We have a number of small projects like 

...VBS crafts, LWR hygiene products, 

JLK/Colonial Acres, repainting parts of 

the building, beautifying the grounds, 

etc… 

These grants can help fund a lot of 

these projects and bring people 

together. If you are a Thrivent member, 

please contact the church office or talk 

with our pastors.  We would love to help 

you fill out the short grant application. 

Our Thrivent representative reports that 

SMLC has the potential to apply for over 

$65,000 in grants each year, and is 

only tapping into a very small 

percentage of these funds. Find out how 

you can help take Action Here.  

Kaela Frailing is the daughter of Mark  

and granddaughter of Sharon & Bill 

Frailing.  Kaela graduated from Aquinas 

College in December of 2020.  She 

received a Bachelor of Science in 

Health Sciences with a minor in 

Women’s Studies.  Kaela has been 

accepted into the graduate program at 

Western Michigan University and will be 

pursuing a Doctorate of Physical 

Therapy starting in July 2021.  

https://mightymessengers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd14b68d379679a10bdeb9697&id=56193562e3&e=a8084776d9
https://mightymessengers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd14b68d379679a10bdeb9697&id=56193562e3&e=a8084776d9
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

SHEPHERD GROUPS FAITH FORMATION  
CHILDREN - Sunday Morning Classes will be available during the 

9:45 AM Learning Hour following July 4. 

TEENS -  Classes are available during the 9:45 AM learning hour on 

Sunday mornings; Confirmation studies for 6-8th grade are on 

Wednesday evenings during the school year at 5:45 PM; Youth 

Group meets on Sunday evenings at 6:00 PM 

ADULTS - Topical studies are available during the 9:45 AM learning 

hour on Sunday mornings; various Bible study groups, prayer 

groups, and activity groups meet during the week. Exploring Our 

Faith is for those that are interested in learning more about being 

Lutheran, and especially being a member of St. Michael. This 

course is taught in the fall and winter. 

NURSERY 
Childcare is available for infants up to 4 years old on Sunday 

mornings during classes and worship times in Room #205 located 

off the Communication Center. 

BAPTISM 
Anyone desiring baptism should visit with a pastor who will set up a 

meeting and schedule an appropriate time.  

WEDDINGS 
We believe that marriage is a sacred union of one man and one 

woman (Gen. 2:24-25), and that God gave marriage as a picture of 

the relationship between Christ and His bride the Church 

(Eph. 5:32).  A Wedding in the church is an act of worship.  The 

purpose of a church wedding is to thank and praise God and to 

petition His blessings upon the couple who solemnize their 

marriage before Him. 

ENEWS DEADLINE 
Please consider items you might need to submit to the Church 

Office for the next email newsletter, as you read the current one. 

Items need to be submitted by 4:00 PM on Thursdays. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
To insure a quality product is available for the membership, please 

consider items you might need to submit to the Church Office for 

the next monthly newsletter, as you read the current one. Deadline 

is the 20th of each month. 

CHANGE OF NAME / ADDRESS / PHONE / EMAIL 
You can always call the Church Office or use the form on the 

website to reach out and share a message with us! 

https://www.mightymessengers.org/contact-us/ 

Lay Minister Family Names Family Names 

  Start with  & include  

Geoff Bohren A  Boelman 

231-679-4927 

Rich Conklin Bohren  Chenevare 

616-889-0201 

Dan Bryer Chilcott  D 

269-323-7416 

Mel Schroeder E  Franzen 

734-646-9652 

Mark Gady Frommann G 

616-250-3730  

John Engelmann H  June 

269-544-1542 

Cory Luma Jung  Lapekas 

269-365-8281 

Ernie VanOrman Lausman  McNees 

269-548-5714 

Eric VanOrman Messing  Nelson 

269-249-7915 

Jeff Burnett Nieto   P 

269-491-3700 

Andy Allan Q  Shook 

269-370-7052 

Greg Wedel Sible  Stolsky 

312-961-4636 

Matt Heintz Sullivan  T 

269-290-8507 

Arlan Wendzel U  Z 

269-816-5632 

 

We, as a church, are all 

better together. 

If someone is in need, please 

reach out to your assigned 

Lay Minister for assistance. 

NEXT BLOOD DRIVE 

AT ST. MICHAEL 

WILL BE JUNE 18 

Register today 

to save a life!  

mightymessengers.org/contact-us/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
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STAY 

CONNECTED 
YouTube 
On the St. Michael  

page, You can find sermon videos, 

Bible classes, guest speakers, 

children’s devotions and Vacation 

Bible School lessons.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel

/UCLGVSDNVzjBcEyBthV7_NOg 

 

Facebook 
Find worship service 

videos, devotions, 

special event 

announcements and more at 

https://www.facebook.com/StMich

aelLutheranChurchPortageMI 

MAKING MIGHT Y MESSEN GERS FOR CHRIST  

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE OFFERS ESTATE 

& GIFT PLANNING WORKSHOP ON JUNE 13 
The St. Michael Endowment Committee is pleased and excited to offer 

an Estate and Planned Giving Workshop for all members during the 

Adult Learning Hour (9:45-10:45) on Sunday, June 13.  The workshop 

will also be broadcast on Zoom for those who wish to participate 

remotely. The workshop will be presented by our LCMS/CEF Gift 

Planning Counselor, Julie Burgess.  (https://youtu.be/oFlhb9isvNA) 

You may be asking yourself, why do I need an estate plan or why 

should I change my existing plan?  Even as we celebrate the 

resurrection of Jesus, we also 

know that His victory is so sweet 

because it gives eternal life even 

as our present lives here on 

earth are finite.  An estate and 

gift plan that designs how God’s 

gifts will be distributed to the 

family you love and the 

ministries you care about, begins 

with a face-to-face confrontation 

with end-of-life issues.  Yet, end 

of life is not really accurate for a 

child of God.  Jesus said, “I am 

the resurrection and life…

whoever lives and believes in me 

will by no means die, forever.”  

During the workshop, Julie will 

describe how she helps 

individual members through the 

Lifetime Plan for Giving process.  

This four-step process gives you 

time to gather information and 

look at options for how God 

wants you to use your financial 

blessings to gift both your family 

and the ministries you care 

about long after He has called 

you home.  She will walk you 

through the process, pray with 

y o u  a n d  d i sc u s s  y o u r 

stewardship goals so that you 

can create a plan that gives you 

peace of mind knowing that your 

wishes are fulfilled.  Julie’s 

services are free of charge to all 

LCMS Mich igan D ist r ic t 

churches and their members.   

APRIL FINANCIALS 
6 months 

Designated Fund Balances 

Endowment Fund $ 549,295     

Building Contingency $   43,695 

Technology Refresh $   12,266 

Sunday School $      1,132 

Youth Donations $   10,393 

Youth Accounts $   11,062 

Good Samaritan $     5,453 

Memorials $     5,272 

L.A.M.P. Mission Trip $     7,662 

Quilting $     1,411 

Church Worker Scholarship $        235 

School Improvements $   28,856  

Tuition Assistance $   47,773 

School Music $        580 

Flower Fund $      1,204 

CFK Grant Fund $   25,575 

Women’s Fellowship/LWML $     3,500 

                               11/1/2020-4/30/2021 

Church Revenue $  455,567 

School Revenue $  503,632 

Total Revenue $  959,199 

Total Expenses $  872,299 

Net Surplus (deficit)  $    86,901 

Expense Budget $  878,994 

Under/(Over) Budget $    80,205 

Working Cash Balance $  140,547 

Mortgage Balance $  788,424 

https://youtu.be/oFlhb9isvNA
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   7211 Oakland Drive, Portage, MI 49024-4151   |   269-327-7832 church •  269-327-0512 school 

ST AFF:  

Senior Pastor  
Rev. Dr. Paul R. Naumann 

naumann@mightymessengers.org 

Associate Pastor 
Rev. Daniel Maske 

dmaske@mightymessengers.org 

Assistant Pastor  
Rev. Jason Toman  

jtoman@mightymessengers.org 

 

Business & Finance Manager 
Jay Koski 

jkoski@mightymessengers.org 

Church Administrative Assistant 
and Child Ministry Coordinator 
Tammy Songer 

tsonger@mightymessengers.org 
 

School Principal  
Greg Johnson 

gjohnson@mightymessengers.org 

School Secretary 
Sharon Robinson 

Kindergarten Teacher 
Brenda Heintz 

First Grade Teacher  
Maralyse Worm 

Second Grade Teacher 
Annie Hecht 

Third Grade Teacher 
Kim Ruesch 

Fourth Grade Teacher 
Emily Lauterbach  

Fifth Grade Teacher 
Julie Prentice  

Sixth/Seventh/Eighth Grade Teacher 
Lisa Lam 
 

Christ for Kids Childcare Director 
Emily Ritchie 

eritchie@mightymessengers.org 
  

Preschool Teachers 
Becky Mohler 

Cheryl Julian 

Jessica Lonc 

Worship Media Specialist 
Lorraine Dudash 

Choir Director 
Carolyn Bertrand 

Organist 
Keith Eiser 

Morning Song Director 
Jane Connon 

Sextons 
Brian Chapman 

Matthew Wright 
 

VOLUNTEERS:  

President 
Jack Spenner 

Vice President 
Peter Robert 

Recording Secretary 
Tammy Songer 

Treasurer 
Jan Jett 
 

Board of Church Properties 
Steve Bell, Director 

Peter Robert, Assistant Director 
 

Board of Early Childhood 
& School Director 
Mike Grotelueschen 
 

Board of Small Group Ministry 
Angie Heimlich, Director 

Lindsey Luma, Assistant Director 
 

Board of Stewardship Director 
Linda West 

Volunteer Ministry Committee  
Dar Swift 

Finance Committee  
Lisa Robert 

 

Board of Youth & Young Adult  
Heather Bigelow, Director 

Chad Doubblestein, Assistant Director 

Youth Group Leaders  
Jerry Kuss, Jeff Burnett, 

Ryan & Heather Bigelow 

Board of Lay Ministry Director 
Matt Heintz, Director 

Greg Wedel, Assistant Director 

Altar Guild  

Kristi Rudowske, Linda Fry 

Lectors 

Meg Bess, Jan Chilcott 

Prayer Ministry Coordinators 

Barbara Schubert, Virginia Hetrick 

Ushers 

Mike Minger - Early Service 

Jesse Hogue - Late Service 

Stephen Ministry Leaders 

Pastor & Dana Naumann 

Heather Crampton, Lynda Rae 

Stephen Ministers 
Zoe Miller,  Kelley McNees, Ann Gribbin 

Linda Rae, Peter Robert, Jackie Michels 

 

Board of Evangelism 
& Missions Director  
Valerian Kwigizile, Director 

Matt Quardokus, Assistant Director 

Greeters  
Arlene Groll, Mark & Jan Chilcott 

 

Board of Parish Education  
David Groll, Director 

Kristin Shook, Assistant Director 

Adult Education  Coordinator 

Jesse Hogue 

Cradle Roll  
Peggy Makowski 

 

Board of Parish Fellowship  
Rachel Semrau, Director 

Diane Gibson, Assistant Director 

Women’s Fellowship  
June Kucks 

LWML 
Sandy Maya 

Softball 
Shannon Miskovich 

Welcome! 
We believe that the more you study the Bible and encounter God 

in prayer, the more you learn to trust Him with all you have. 

Carve out time in your day to nurture your relationship with God 

and spend time encouraging others. 

We believe the best way to follow Jesus is through forming 

community and sharing our faith with a heart of generosity, not 

just with money and time, but with our love, appreciation, praise 

and encouragement. 


