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WE ARE CALLED 
     to make disciples of Jesus 

Email Updates 
Sign up for regular email updates 

from St. Michael. We try to send 

something mid-day on Friday and 

when special services and events 

are happening. 

 

Office Contacts: 

Church  + 269-327-7832  

School  + 269-327-0512  

Christ For Kids + 269-327-4889 

 

mightymessengers.org 
St. Michaelõs website is full of 

helpful information. We are excited 

about the new design and support 

The vision of St. Michael Lutheran is to be a growing 

congregation within our local community that is òMaking 

Mighty Messengers for Christó by helping people: 

DEVELOP, by the power of the Holy Spirit 

working through His Word and 

Sacraments, a more vibrant and 

personal relationship with God 

through faith in Jesus Christ that 

expresses itself in consistent prayer 

and worship; and to 

GAIN practical, relevant, biblical insights 

for faithful Christian living both 

through personal Bible study and 

through our various Christian 

educational offerings such as Sunday 

School, Bible class, St. Michael 

Lutheran School; and to 

BELONG to a loving and caring family of 

faith with a solid doctrinal heritage 

through active membership, ministry 

involvement, and Small Group 

participation; and to 

GIVE of ourselves to others in loving 

Christian service and evangelistic 

witness within the congregation and 

beyond it to our local community and 

world. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES 

Saturdays at 5:00pm - Informal Worship 

Sundays at 8:30am - with the organ and Lutheran Service Book hymnal 

Sundays at 11:00am -  Contemporary Worship 

Holy Communion:  The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered 

at Lamplight the Saturday before a second or fourth Sunday; at 

8:30am on second and fourth (and fifth) Sundays; at 11:00am on 

first and third (and fifth) Sundays 

 

Supervised child care is provided throughout Sunday morning 

worship services. 

During the Learning Hour (9:45AM-10:45AM) Sunday School is 

available for kids Preschool to High School, and Adults too! 

NEW! Pew Cards and Electronic "touch-free" method 

for registering your In-Person attendance and taking 

Communion at Worship Services 

(You may want to download a QR Reader app to your 

smartphone to post information.)  

For those watching online: Please continue to 

comment and interact with friends, but also go to the  

òsee moreéó  download your worship format and 

click the link that allows you to complete the 

attendance form, letting us know you were a viewer. 

As we strive to reach a new normal - EVERYONE COUNTS! 
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òTHINGS ARE LOOKING UP!ó 

While we had to endure some late April snow, for 

the most part itõs been a great spring. If we dare 

reflect back on last April, not only were we in the 

hunker down of sheltering in place, with most 

everything closed to the public (including worship in 

the church building), we had a lot of cold and 

shoveable snow to boot. So in comparison to a year 

ago, we can certainly say that things are looking up. 

Whereas we couldnõt be in the pews for Easter of 

2020 at all, this year it was a great joy to worship in 

the sanctuary for Easter Sunday with as many as 

135 masked worshipers at once, safely distanced 

in every other pew.  As we continue 

to enjoy gathering together with 

our family of faith at St. Michael 

this Easter season, we do so with a 

renewed optimism for the future, 

saying with a certain sigh of relief 

that things are starting to look up. 

In some respects, weõre finding 

that our new normal is better than 

our old normal. This is especially 

true when it comes to gathering 

worship attendance information. 

Now, guests coming through the 

front door for worship have an 

opportunity to sign the guest book 

and receive a welcome packet 

from a greeter. Once in the pew, 

guests and members alike have an 

attendance card in the pew rack 

that can be completed òtouch-lessó 

by scanning the QR code with their 

smartphone which will then take 

them to an electronic attendance 

form. Furthermore, now those 

worshiping with us via our 

livestream on Facebook or 

YouTube can also register their 

attendance through an online form. 

The online attendance data can then be added to 

the attendance of those in the pews to give us a 

true total of how many worshiped with us at any 

given worship service, even telling us who they are 

(like in the good old days!). 

 

 

And speaking of looking up, May 13 is the day in 

which the Church celebrates òThe Ascension of Our 

Lord.ó Forty days after Jesus rose from the dead on 

Easter Sunday, Acts 1 tells us that Jesus rose still 

higher as He literally floated up into heaven as the 

disciples stared up in wonder at the clouds. Then 

two angels appeared and promised them that Jesus 

would return again someday in the same way in 

which He left. So ever since then, the Church has 

been looking up, lifting up our heads for our 

redemption is drawing near (Luke 21:28). It is this 

promise of Christõs return that keeps us looking up 

no matter how bad things might get 

here below. We really have no 

reason to be down in the mouth, 

and down in the dumps, even when 

thereõs much to get us down in this 

fallen world. We can keep on 

looking up because we have òbeen 

raised with Christ.ó By His enabling 

power we can òseek the things that 

are above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God.ó The Holy 

Spirit who lives within us helps us 

set our minds on things above and 

assures us that when Christ who is 

our life appears we òalso will appear 

with Him in gloryó (see Colossians 

3:1-4). 

May this heavenly perspective 

cheer us and fill us with hope no 

matter what comes our way. May 

we keep on looking up, no matter 

what we might hear on the news or 

read on the internet. May we keep 

on òlooking to Jesus, the founder 

and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right 

hand of the throne of Godó (Hebrews 12:2). Let us 

look up to Him in prayer, look up to Him in worship, 

and then look out to our neighbor and for our 

neighbor with His love. 

And we VALUE.. . 



4 

WORSHIP 
Gathering around Godõs Word and Sacraments to receive His gifts & give Him glory. 
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When we gather together for worship here 

in our sanctuary at St. Michael, or at 

home online, there is one focal point that 

always grabs my attention: the red eternal 

flame suspended at the south end of the 

sanctuary behind the altar. Itõs a small, 

red flame that may very well go unnoticed, 

and yet it is always burning. It never goes 

out! 

This eternal flame can remind us of a few 

things: 

 ̔  One: Jesus Christ is the light of the 

world; the light no darkness can 

overcome. I love coming to our sanctuary 

when it is full of people and music and song! But I also enjoy coming to 

our sanctuary when it is dark and quieté because no matter how dark 

and quiet it is, that eternal flame is always burning. One point of light in 

the middle of a dark spaceé and that reminds me that; 

 ̔  Two: Even before we enter the sanctuary, our Lord is already 

present. This is HIS church, and He lovingly invites us to enter and 

receive His eternal gifts. This perhaps may be even more special to 

those who are unable to attend physically at this time. Our Lord has 

promised that He will be with us always, even to the end of the age. 

And this is true no matter where we gather together! 

 ̔  Three: There are times when our own fervor may seem to sputter 

outé but the love of Jesus will never dwindle. We all have times when 

our faith and trust in God seems to grow dim. Thank God for His 

faithfulness and love! Jesus OFTEN came to people who were at the 

end of their rope, and He continues to do so today! 

God bless you all as you continue to receive Godõs free gifts, and when 

your own flame of faith seems to be running low, remember that Godõs 

love for you will never fade away. The next time you are in our 

sanctuary (or see it online), take a few moments to reflect upon that 

red flame, and remember how Jesus has promised you that He will 

never leave or forsake you. Godõs love for you has been sealed and 

delivered to you by His grace through Jesus Christ. 
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 

TV MINISTRY 

YOU CAN TRUST! 
Spiritual Channel 189 

 AT&T U-Verse Channel 99 
     Access for 

Kalamazoo and Portage  
WJPG-LD 26 (TCT) 

 

Sunday 6 AM 

12 Noon, 6PM 

12 Midnight  
Repeats on Wednesdays 

 
¶ 30-Minute Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod 
worship service 

¶ Produced by Lutherans for 
the homebound, 
hospitalizedé 

¶ Includes the Gospel, 
Epistle, and Sermon by 
LCMS pastors 

¶ Music by choirs, soloists, 
and small groups 

 
Worship Anew is the  

new name for Worship  

for Shut-Ins. 

May 2, 2021 ð Fifth Sunday of Easter - Psalm 150; 1John 4:1-11; John 15:1-8 

òConnected to the Vineó - Text: John 15:1-8 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker 

A dormant vineyard looks so bleak, so lifeless. But at the harvest, it is lush and green and 

filled with ripe grapes. Just as the grapes receive their nourishment from the vine, we 

Christians receive our spiritual life and nourishment from the Vine, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

May 9, 2021 ð Sixth Sunday of Easter - Psalm 98; Acts 10:34-48; John 15:9-17 

òJesus is for You!ó - Text: Acts 10:34-48 - Rev. William Mueller 

We often struggle with issues of favoritism or partiality. Is one group of people better than 

another? Is one nation favored more by God? In an eye-opening, opinion-changing, and 

heart-rendering account in Acts 10, we discover the powerful, eternal truth of òGod shows 

no partiality.ó 

May 16, 2021 ð The Ascension - Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 

òJesus Reigns Through Usó - Ephesians 1:22-23 - Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer 

Jesus Christõs ascension is nicknamed òthe forgotten festival.ó And yet, we experience it 

daily. Where is Jesus now? What is He up to? God be praised, Jesus reigns through us! 

May 23, 2021 ð Pentecost - Psalm 139:1-10; Acts 2:1-18; John 16:5-15  

òThe Almighty Spiritó - Text: Acts 2:1-18 - Rev. Dr. Walter Maier III 

The Holy Spirit is almighty God. The Spirit has acted on your behalf in the past, the Spirit 

does so now, and will continue to work for your benefit in the future. Why? The Spirit loves 

you and wants your salvation. 

May 30, 2021 ð The Holy Trinity - Psalm 29; Isaiah 6:1-8; John 3:1-17 

òWHO WILL GO?ó - TEXT: ISAIAH 6:8 - REV. THOMAS EGGOLD   

Standing on our own, the sight of the Lord is a terrifying vision of judgment, but in the 

purifying blood of Christ, we can sing, òHoly, Holy, Holy.ó Through the blood of Christ we can 

speak the good news of the Gospel, and along with Isaiah, through the purifying and atoning 

blood of Christ we can stand in the presence of the Lord and say with a clean heart and 

clean lips, òHere am I, Lord. Send me.ó 

Great news! 
St. Michaelõs traditional 8:30 

AM service will now 

be posted to the Spiritual TV  

Channel, according to this 

schedule.  

Monday 6AM 

Tuesday 10:30 PM 

Wednesday 5PM 

Thursday Midnight & 8AM 

Friday 5AM & 1PM 

Saturday 7AM & 8:30PM 

Sunday 3:30 & 11:30 AM, 2PM 

Charter Spectrum Channel 189 

Carol ine Barkow 

Lot te Chr is toph 

Shir ley Cosgrove 

Ethel  Dahms* 

El l ie  Deibler 

Ginny Evans 

Jack & Vi  Evans* 

Dorothy Ferguson 

Nola Geissel 

Audrey Glover 

Vi rg i l  Harr ison 

Nancy Heath 

Norma Hols t* 

Bob Johnson 

F lo Kangas* 

Phyl l is  Kur lowicz 

Caro l McCarty* 

Ardean Monck 

Mar i lyn Sib le 

*non -members 
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DISCIPLESHIP 
Christian education is vital to our Spiritual health and growth. 
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study Group will continue with The Great 

Divorce for May until confirmation ends, 6-7:00PM in Room #230. 
 

Mama Bear Study Group meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays from 7:30 to 

9pm in the Music room. We will not have Mama Bear during June, 

July, or August, but will start again in September.   

LEARNING HOUR FOR ADULTS 

9:45-10:45AM SUNDAYS 
Being led by Mel Schroeder  In the Music Room  

 

To get into the Zoom classroom meeting, be on a 

computer or device connected to the internet and 

open the following link. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87649486125?pwd=Q

21Dcm9IV0FWT0ZnZldtOGx6aHNGQT09 

 

SANCTIFYING YOUR VOCATIONS WITH 

THE WORD OF GODé  

Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 

Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  You can listen at your 

convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 

When you open the link, issuesetc.org, on your computer you can; 

1. Listen to talk radio 

2. Listen to Sacred Music ð they like to say their play list is 2000 years old. 

3. Listen to the daily chapel at the seminary. Itõs like another 30 min church 

service. 

4. Will Weedon has a daily 15 min Bible study called the Word of the Lord Endures 

ð this is on the side of the page about half way down. He is going through the Bible 

òchewing ò on each little bit. 

5. They is so much more if you just explore the web page. 

  

You can also see archives of past shows and discussions. You can put it on your phone 

for free.  

GROWING IN DISCIPLESHIP TAKES PRACTICE  
Children naturally engage in the practices of discipleship as they learn 

to follow Jesusñthey make friends, learn the stories of scripture, and 

enjoy being in community. 

The practices are just that ñ experiences we repeat, so we can grow 

from being novices to becoming skilled practitioners. Imagine a little girl 

practicing the piano for the first time. Her fingers may be small and 

awkward at first, but her spirit is strong. That curious spirit and 

determination to make music is what moves her forward. After years of 

practice, she is gliding across the keyboardñchallenging herself with 

new songs, teaching others, or sharing her gifts with thousands in a 

concert hall.  

As Children of God, we could all use a little practice! 

https://mightymessengers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd14b68d379679a10bdeb9697&id=c29d9010a0&e=a8084776d9
https://mightymessengers.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd14b68d379679a10bdeb9697&id=c29d9010a0&e=a8084776d9
file:///C:/Users/tsonger/Documents/Custom Office Templates
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n4uoxIXU-t5sb0wiIN_Znm93-eZow4-VxIEUoWuqZjGRpm8hVnEm09xYoTlMLA0UBb7tx28UKDNnDBi7XbpgiEKGmhPZVML0LEoxzuVUFKaTqSA6SmcD-fpFHbnGB0JugF1FMfk3Bs04wrlc6wGzEA==&c=ULV91gN4pPc5aRLZu2n9uJkkJT2--5ltmlg1QImve5TfCf9D76IIFQ==&ch=uI9DzpUVlxJpI
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 

 

If you do not have children of your own, think of it as the ultimate and easy way 

to share the Gospel, by hosting in your own neighborhood.  

¥  Scalable for any size group   ¥  Age-appropriate for 5 to 85 years    ¥  Adaptable for different locations 
 

3 Days of beautifully illustrated Christ-Centered Lessons, 

that are so easy for you to lead kids. 

We know families are experiencing pandemic fatigue, that's 

why BOLT incorporates live-action videos that will prompt kids 

to play games that illustrate what it means to listen to, focus on, 

and follow Jesus. BOLT VBS features music by Ben Calhoun 

of the Christian chart-topping band--Citizen Way. We have 

purposefully chosen games and crafts that utilize materials 

most families already have, or can inexpensively obtain. 
 

Day 1: Parable of the Sower and the Seed (Luke 8:4-15) 

Å Big Idea: I can listen to Jesus  Å Memory Verse: Psalm 119:105 

 

Day 2: Jesus Walks on Water (Matthew 14:22-36) 

Å Big Idea: I can focus on Jesus Å Memory Verse: Proverbs 3:5 

 

Day 3: Jesus Chooses His Disciples (Luke 5:1-11, 27-32) 

Å Big Idea: I can follow Jesus  Å Memory Verse: Romans 8:39 
 

ĀYou could even join us on a Zoom chat-party at the end of the week, 

so that everyone can share their experiences together as a church.Ā 
 

MORE DETAILS WILL BE SHARED WITH YOU VIA EMAIL SOON. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgOZop_oG_xHAL3PUdAzOfvgR-geGf7S7kPjeHVIi5Pcaotg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 

EXPLORE OUR NEW AND IMPROVED LIBRARY 
Something wonderful is waiting for you in the church library.  

Step inside its door from the Welcome Center and you will find a new 

section, updated with dozens of new titles, waiting for you to browse 

and borrow. All casual reading materials ð both fiction and non-fiction 

titles ð have been consolidated to the corner nearest the sanctuary.  

This is the first major improvement specifically for adults, since the 

libraryõs 2004 opening. Besides newly arranged bookcases, the area 

features additional lighting, a self-checkout station, a spinning 

magazine rack, and a tiered display of new arrivals. 

Coinciding with the changes, the library is now open and staffed every 

Sunday between services. Visit between 9:45 to 11 a.m. as a 

convenient ð albeit, much smaller ð substitute for the Portage District 

Library, which has been relocated for a year for building renovations. 

Stop in with your children, and they too can borrow from our extensive 

collection of books for preschoolers through middle school. Three-

fourths of the library is devoted to childrenõs materials, which include 

picture books, beginning readers, chapter books, and non-fiction 

titles. 

And now searching the collection is even easier, too. The library has 

its own website where you can browse its online catalogue from the 

convenience of your computer or electronic device. Itõs linked to the 

church website or it can be accessed by downloading a free app 

called Librista.  

For those unfamiliar with borrowing from the library, 

hereõs a quick summary: 

* If you are in the church directory, you have a library card. One is 

issued for every family.  

* Watch for an email about your library card number or visit the 

library to learn it.  You must enter it to reserve or renew books online 

(but you can search the catalogue without logging in). 

* Library materials can be borrowed for two weeks. There are no late 

fees, but you will be charged the replacement value for any lost or 

damaged items. 

* Up to 15 books can be borrowed per library card. If the church 

directory lists children at home, you may borrow more books. The limit 

is 25 per family. 

* Return your borrowed materials at the circulation desk or by 

dropping them in a new Book Return next to the library door in the 

Welcome Center. 

We hope to see you soon in our newly improved library! 

https://librista.com/
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MAKING MIGHT Y MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 

These are 

some of the 

fun things we 

have been 

doing in CFK!!  

Egg hunting. 

Baby chicks came to visit. 

Lots of crafts and coloring, 

Fishing. 

Playing Outside. 


