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St. Michael Lut heran School -owifl soheef@agabSamhbe
Purse Operation Christmas &Cheilledv.e ntThhiyse awi lals bae
Samar® tRwmwr se, sharing the Good News of Jesus W
date we have collected over 10,000 shoeboxes &
again this year. I f you would |Ii ke more infor
box, pl eSasmrvit@aints ppumpstey. oslgoeboxes are now avai
of fice. Pl ease join our mission by sharing a
child this year. Coll ection dates will be:

Monday, Nové@mi@aéi 1D on

Tuesday, NoivOe: n@b@a rl 2n1o30 n

Wednesday, NO9 e @mbrier2ndén

Thursday, NOY:e@mbielr2n & 6 n

Friday, N oiv9e: n@b0d r1 2n1o60 n

Saturday, Nolv@E:ndbté L 2nlo7 n
OQur shoebox collection wildl be shipped to anot
send any shoeboxes after Saturday, November 17
from West Main Street in Kalamazoo. We are 1in
truck for delivery to Westwood on Sunday, No Ve

Greg JotPmsorci pal
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Faith Taking Root and Bearing Fruit: Who Can Say What a Christian

Martin Luther and his fellow Reformers really o0ha
the church had by the 1500s corrupted the Apostl| e
definitions of these terms and pointed the church back to the words of Jesus and Paul to help us keep

Law and Gospel straight.

Law, 6 in the general sense, is everything God tel]
commands come the repercussions for disobedience. For Adam, the Law included both the command

not to eat of the fruit and the promise of death if he chose to ignore the command. For sinners like

Adam and like all of us, the Law produces guilt and shame when we disobey. For reborn Christians,

the Law also serves to guide us as we seek to please God by our thoughts and actions. The Ten
Commandments serve both functions, showing us thai
and then showing us how best to |live once wedve r

The 0Gospel, 6 as the New Testament al ways taught
than the Law. It is not a set of guidelines for kingdom living. It is not what we ought to do, but rather
what God has done for us, what He freely offers u:

Where the Law is about what we should do, the Gospel is what God has done for us.

But in the past 500 years, many Christians have found ways to confuse the Law and Gospel all over
again, adding |l aws to the Gospel or replacing God
to the question: What is the Law that Christians must follow? Or, as the title puts it: Who can say what

a Christian should do?

We could study the list of commands given in the New Testaménthundreds of themd and it would

profit us a great deal. We could peruse a thousand books on holy Christian living, some better than
others, and also benefit. I n brief, though, 1| etds
ment (Mark 12:28-33). First, we should love God with our whole selves (thus, keeping the first three of

the Ten Commandments). Second, we should love our neighbors as ourselves (thus keeping the rest

of the Ten).

But that is not quite enough to describe the Christian life, because we are also taught in places like 1

John 1:8 and Romans 3 that all people fail to fully keep the Law. Jesus had to die to atone for our

sins, and we are called to repent of sin and believe in the Savior if we truly want to be in the Kingdom

of God. The Christian |ife, then, is one of repen:
who trespass against us. 6 Every good deed (and ba
that God has mercifully saved us and that we are sinners who need saving. God looks on His people

with favor and love and open arms, not because we personally keep the Law but because of the Gos-

pel in which Christ kept the Law perfectly for us.

Thatdés the Christian |ife with the Law and Gospel
Christian materials we might buy or own, even Christian picture books we might give our kids, get the

Law and Gospel wrong. Even very waieaning, famous pastors who pump out dozens of fegbod

religious books can indirectly preach a different Law and a different Gospel from the Bible.

Just this week | read a book to my daughter, a bo:
ltds by a Christian pastor whose name you might r
warmingly depicts a living, handarved wooden puppet who lives in a village with other wooden

ContinuedVYnext pac
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puppets. This protagonist suffers from low sedisteem because the puppets constantly compare
themselves with one another, and he regularly gets low marks. The turning point in the story comes
when he meets the person who carved him, and he discovers that the opinions of his fellow creatures

arendét i mportant. What matters is that the woodca
worker (representing God) doesnd6t make mistakes:
is what | think. And | think you are pretty speci
Now, I dondt expect every childrends book to sypell

way to our forgiveness. Sometimes the Gospel can be expressed in more general terms, and it is true
that God loves us because He made us. How comforting for a child who struggles because of the neg-

ative opinions of his peers! But where the book is especially deficient is in its expression of the Law.

There is no mention of sin, of the characteros f ai
gui pped, 0God | oves you just as you ar e, but H |

puppet parable book, we fittingly see a divine father figure who loves unconditionally, but he never
points out any sins or errors, except maybe to say that the main character ought to stop feeling guilty

and | istening to peer opinions. Where Jesus to d 1
more, 06 the woodcarver instead commands his cre tul
come see me every day so you can really believe | love you.

What is a child to make of this story? What is the message about how a Christian should live? What is

the Law? Isolated from other Christian teaching, this book would give the impression that our main

task is to have daily time with God and to stop comparing ourselves with others. Those are both good

things to be sure! But without any admission of our own sin and without faith in the Gospel, no
devotional r out-Himagiomre eroisngd vwei lolsedlfease God o S a
OFor God so |l oved the world that He offered tt m
|l istening to criticism. o6 Similarly, Mark 16:1¢ do
al love and visits God daily will be saved, but whoever does not believe will have a lackluster view of

sel f. o6 No, OWhoever believes [in Christ as Sa: or

The real Christian life, which we need to reinforce to ourselves and the children in our midst, is not

about just feeling Godds | ove. Knowing the re L
Commandments, to strive to do what Jesus taught, to admit our sin to God on a regular basis, and to

cling with all our hearts to the saving grace of God that comes only through faith in Christ and His

work on the cross.

There are many good Christian books out there for adults and kids. Just be careful. CPH.org is a gooc
place to look, but not the only one. Some books on the shelves in our homes seem nice and comfort-
ing, but may be offering our families a different gospel than the one Jesus taught. A gospel that offers
good news but ignores sin and leaves out Jesus is really just pious paganism in disguise. May we all
hold the Bible to be our guide for living, and not the welleaning words of pastors who skip over the
truths that are harder to swallow.

Pastor Toman
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budget once again includes personalized missionary support of $5,000 for one of our LCMS over-
seas missionary families, Rev. Dr. Edward and Monica Naumann (nephew to our Pastor Paul Naumann). You

can read here

in their

newsl etter

what they have

ing upon the important work that they are doing, and for all the aspects of their family life in south Asia.

MNews from Rev. Dr. Edward and Monica Maumann, serving the Lord in South Asia

Travels in the USA: Network Support

Every two years or so0, LCMS missionaries return to the USA to
reconnect and report with supporting congregations. It is also a time
when we get to see family members. The six weeks flew by quickly! [t

BANGLADESH

»

MTANMAR

SRILAKKA < . L]

Recent Events

July 7: The leass an our
rented house was cancelled.

July B-August 19: Naumann
family travels in the TSA.

September 3: Schodl started
again for Martin, William, and
Charles, in Colamba.

Beptembear 12: Pr. BEdward
signed a new lease.

September 20: Move to new
housgea

Oetober 4: Alfred is born.
October 14: Alfred is baptized.
OUOR NEW ADDRESS:

82 A, Btratford Avenue
Kirulapane. Colombo &
8ri Lanka

To be added 10 or removed
from this mailing list, send an
email message (o
edward_naumannia lcmsintl org
with the word ADD or
REMOVE in the subject line.

was 2 wonderful opportunity to visit
some of you, and the supporting
congregations; [ wish we could have
visited all, but unfortunately that
was impossible in the short time.
Since it would have been
uncomfortable for Monica to do a
lot of traveling in her condition, |
also spent several weeks on the road
by myself, while Monica and the
children spent time with her parents
in Sheboygan, WI. One of the
highlights was to spend my (no
longer a baby) Emily’s second
birthday in Oakmont, PA. Emily
enjoyed the chocolate cake!

Now we are back in Colombo, and the boys are in school again. Not
everything, however, was quite as ‘normal’ as we hoped it would be.
Over the last couple of months we have faced some significant

challenges, {apart from the difficulty of traveling around the LISA!),
mcluding visa problems, and the falling through of the lease that had

been signed. Now we
have rented a new place,
purchased new fumiture,
had a baby, and by God’s
grace, life is starting to
get a bit easier, though
managing a household of
eight people is always a
challenge!

== The obligatory “first
day of school” photo!




Prayer requests

* Thanksgiving for
Alfred’s birth and
rebirth into Christ
For protection from
diseases, and for the
health of all the
Naumann family

For the children as they

continue their
education in Colombo

For unity and growth in

the Ceylon Evangelical
Lutheran Church

For progress in the
publication projects in
Sri Lanka

For ongoing education
and collogquy with
Sinhalese pastors

For Concordia
Theological Seminary,
Nagercoll, as they
rebuild and reestablish
a Lutheran identity
For unity and
reconciliation in the
India Evangelical
Lutheran Church

For Pr. Naumann's
studies in Sinhala
language, and
preparations for
coming lectures

Let’s Talk!

Want to speak with Pastor
Naumann directly? Feel free
to add him on Skype.
Username: EdwardN82

Evangelis

MAKING MIGHTY MESSENGERSOR CHRIST

welcome to the Family

Alfred James Naumann!

It was a quick delivery this time. Early in the morning of October 4, we
left for the hospital around 1.15 am, arrived at about 1.30, and by 2.03
baby Alfred was born. Thanks be to God, there were no medical
complications at all, and Monica and the baby are both doing well.
Alfred’s four brothers and sister are adjusting to having a new little
brother in the house, and we could not be more delighted to meet him.
% Alfred is now our second child
to be born in Colombo, after
Emily was born here two years
ago. Later on October 14, we
brought Alfred to Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Colombo,
where Pastor Steven Mahlburg
led the service, and baptized
Alfred, in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. What joy to see him
received as a son of God
through those saving waters!
Thank you to all of you who
have been praying for Monica
and Alfred during the time of
pregnancy.

Pastor Edward Naumann
and family
Alfred baptized into Chnist, Oct 14, 2018
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and the Colonial Acres and Milham Meadows missions) are really yeard missions. We continue
to have ongoing contact with some of the Dene people of Lac Brochet through Facebook, Skype,
phone calls and emails. We also met with the 2018 team in October to celebrate, evaluate, and pla
for 2019. Wedre seriously considering taking
By February 1 of next year, we hope to have
summer trip). So please be praying about this and considering whether the Holy Spirit wants you tg
join the traveling team or otherwise support the LAMP mission in some special way in 2019.




