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Counting Our Blessings 
 
 

Weôre always called to consider Godôs goodness and to be grateful for all His gifts, but as 
we enter into this month of November we come to that time of the year in which we  
especially take inventory of all that the Lord has done for us and take the time to give 
Him thanks. Before the pressure is on to make a Christmas list of the things we would 
like to receive, letôs consider now making a list of the things weôve been given and for 
which weôre especially grateful. Allow me to get you started with this list below (not nec-
essarily in the order of importance).  
 

Lord, thank You for my . . . 
 *  spouse (if youôve got one, or else your closest friends) 
 *  children and/or grandchildren (if youôve got them, or else nieces and nephews) 
 *  home (whether you own or rent) 
 *  car(s) and other transportation 
 *  money, clothes, food, and all the other necessities of life 
 *  toys and luxuries that make your life more enjoyable 
 *  job and ñvocationsò (whether you get paid or not) 
 *  country, government, freedoms 
 *  talents and abilities 
 *  health of body and mind (even if youôve got some ailments or aches) 
 *  ____________________________ etc, etc. 
 
And letôs also be sure to give thanks to God for our congregation and its ministry. 
 

Lord, thank You for our . . . 
 *  Lutheran doctrine and heritage (including solidly Biblical convictions) 
 *  life-affirming values (we defend life from conception until natural death) 
 *  adult Bible studies, Small Group Ministry, and prayer ministry 
 *  St. Michael Lutheran School and Christ for Kids Childcare Center (and the PTL) 
 *  worship services (including the musicians, choir, sound techs, etc.) 
 *  pastors and staff (including all the school faculty and support staff) 

*  lay leaders and volunteers (boards, committees, and short-term project teams) 
*  Jesus Loves Kzoo, and outreach to Colonial Acres and Milham Meadows 
*  Stephen Ministry (both its leaders and the care-givers) 
*  LAMP team (both those who travel and those who support them at home) 
*  Quilters, Altar Guild, and Womenôs Fellowship Ministry 
*  Childrenôs Ministry (Sunday School, Confirmation Class, Vacation Bible School) 
*  Youth Ministry (junior high, senior high, and young adult/college age) 
*  Evangelistic outreach events (e.g., Pancake Supper, Fall Harvest Celebration) 
*  _____________________________ etc, etc, 

 
Iôm sure that you could add to this list, and well you should, for the more we pause to 
consider Godôs goodness to us the more weôre grateful and give Him the glory that He is 
due. Of course, none of these lists mention the greatest gift of all ï Jesus!! In Him we 
have the forgiveness of all our sins and a relationship with God that lasts for all eternity in 
heaven. What could be better than that!? Happy Thanksgiving to you, and may God 
grant us all the grace to be grateful for His bountiful goodness. 
 
Pastor Naumann 
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St. Michael Lutheran School will once again be a regional drop-off site for Samaritanôs 
Purse Operation Christmas Child.  This will be the schoolôs eleventh year as a partner with 
Samaritanôs Purse, sharing the Good News of Jesus with children around the globe.  To 
date we have collected over 10,000 shoeboxes and hope to have a great collection week 
again this year.  If you would like more information about how and what to pack in a shoe-
box, please visit Samaritanspurse.org.  Empty shoeboxes are now available in the school 
office.  Please join our mission by sharing a Christmas shoebox and the Gospel with a 
child this year.  Collection dates will be: 
 

Monday, November 12 ï 9:00 am ï 12 noon 
Tuesday, November 13 ï 9:00 am ï 12 noon 
Wednesday, November 14 ï 9:00 am ï 12 noon 
Thursday, November 15 ï 9:00 am ï 12 noon 
Friday, November 16 ï 9:00 am ï 12 noon 
Saturday, November 17 ï 10:00 am ï 12 noon 

 

Our shoebox collection will be shipped to another site on Sunday, November 18 so please 
send any shoeboxes after Saturday, November 17 to Westwood Christian Church just off 
from West Main Street in Kalamazoo. We are in need of helpers to load our boxes on a 
truck for delivery to Westwood on Sunday, November 18. Help if you can. 

 

Greg Johnson - Principal 
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Faith Taking Root and Bearing Fruit: Who Can Say What a Christian Should Do? 
 

Martin Luther and his fellow Reformers really òhammeredó on the concept of Law and Gospel. After 

the church had by the 1500s corrupted the Apostlesõ teaching, the Reformation clarified the  

definitions of these terms and pointed the church back to the words of Jesus and Paul to help us keep 

Law and Gospel straight.   

 

Law,ó in the general sense, is everything God tells individuals or groups of people to do. And with the 

commands come the repercussions for disobedience. For Adam, the Law included both the command 

not to eat of the fruit and the promise of death if he chose to ignore the command. For sinners like 

Adam and like all of us, the Law produces guilt and shame when we disobey. For reborn Christians, 

the Law also serves to guide us as we seek to please God by our thoughts and actions. The Ten  

Commandments serve both functions, showing us that we need to repent and plead for Godõs mercy 

and then showing us how best to live once weõve received grace. 

 

The òGospel,ó as the New Testament always taught and as the Reformers reminded us, is different 

than the Law. It is not a set of guidelines for kingdom living. It is not what we ought to do, but rather 

what God has done for us, what He freely offers us on account of His Sonõs death and resurrection. 

Where the Law is about what we should do, the Gospel is what God has done for us.  

 

But in the past 500 years, many Christians have found ways to confuse the Law and Gospel all over 

again, adding laws to the Gospel or replacing Godõs actual Law with other guidelines. Which brings me 

to the question: What is the Law that Christians must follow? Or, as the title puts it: Who can say what 

a Christian should do? 

 

We could study the list of commands given in the New Testament ð hundreds of them ð and it would 

profit us a great deal. We could peruse a thousand books on holy Christian living, some better than 

others, and also benefit. In brief, though, letõs refer to Jesusõ instruction on the greatest command-

ment (Mark 12:28-33). First, we should love God with our whole selves (thus, keeping the first three of 

the Ten Commandments). Second, we should love our neighbors as ourselves (thus keeping the rest 

of the Ten).   

 

But that is not quite enough to describe the Christian life, because we are also taught in places like 1 

John 1:8 and Romans 3 that all people fail to fully keep the Law. Jesus had to die to atone for our 

sins, and we are called to repent of sin and believe in the Savior if we truly want to be in the Kingdom 

of God. The Christian life, then, is one of repentance. òForgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.ó Every good deed (and bad deed) of our lives is done with the understanding 

that God has mercifully saved us and that we are sinners who need saving. God looks on His people 

with favor and love and open arms, not because we personally keep the Law but because of the Gos-

pel in which Christ kept the Law perfectly for us.  

 

Thatõs the Christian life with the Law and Gospel kept distinct, with both being important.  But many 

Christian materials we might buy or own, even Christian picture books we might give our kids, get the 

Law and Gospel wrong. Even very well-meaning, famous pastors who pump out dozens of feel-good 

religious books can indirectly preach a different Law and a different Gospel from the Bible. 

 

Just this week I read a book to my daughter, a book weõve had on our shelves for a decade 

Itõs by a Christian pastor whose name you might recognize. The story is charming, actually. It heart-

warmingly depicts a living, hand-carved wooden puppet who lives in a village with other wooden  



PAGE 5 VOLUME 58. ISSUE 11 

puppets.  This protagonist suffers from low self-esteem because the puppets constantly compare 

themselves with one another, and he regularly gets low marks. The turning point in the story comes 

when he meets the person who carved him, and he discovers that the opinions of his fellow creatures 

arenõt important. What matters is that the woodcarver loves him because he carved him. The wood-

worker (representing God) doesnõt make mistakes: òWhat they think doesnõt matteréAll that matters 

is what I think. And I think you are pretty special.ó 

 

Now, I donõt expect every childrenõs book to spell out the vicarious atonement of Christ as the path-

way to our forgiveness. Sometimes the Gospel can be expressed in more general terms, and it is true 

that God loves us because He made us. How comforting for a child who struggles because of the neg-

ative opinions of his peers! But where the book is especially deficient is in its expression of the Law. 

 

There is no mention of sin, of the characterõs failure to keep the Makerõs rules. As Christians have 

quipped, òGod loves you just as you are, but He loves you too much to leave you that way.ó In the  

puppet parable book, we fittingly see a divine father figure who loves unconditionally, but he never 

points out any sins or errors, except maybe to say that the main character ought to stop feeling guilty 

and listening to peer opinions. Where Jesus told the woman he forgave of adultery, òGo and sin no 

more,ó the woodcarver instead commands his creature: Stop caring about what others think and 

come see me every day so you can really believe I love you. 

 

What is a child to make of this story? What is the message about how a Christian should live? What is 

the Law? Isolated from other Christian teaching, this book would give the impression that our main 

task is to have daily time with God and to stop comparing ourselves with others. Those are both good 

things to be sure! But without any admission of our own sin and without faith in the Gospel, no  

devotional routine or positive òself-imagineeringó will please God or save us. John 3:16 does not say, 

òFor God so loved the world that He offered the message that He loves us just as we are so weõd stop 

listening to criticism.ó Similarly, Mark 16:16 does not teach, òWhoever believes in Godõs uncondition-

al love and visits God daily will be saved, but whoever does not believe will have a lackluster view of 

self.ó No, òWhoever believes [in Christ as Savior who paid for our sins] and is baptized will be savedó!  

 

The real Christian life, which we need to reinforce to ourselves and the children in our midst, is not 

about just feeling Godõs love. Knowing the real Law of God moves a Christian to learn the Ten  

Commandments, to strive to do what Jesus taught, to admit our sin to God on a regular basis, and to 

cling with all our hearts to the saving grace of God that comes only through faith in Christ and His 

work on the cross.  

 

There are many good Christian books out there for adults and kids. Just be careful. CPH.org is a good 

place to look, but not the only one. Some books on the shelves in our homes seem nice and comfort-

ing, but may be offering our families a different gospel than the one Jesus taught. A gospel that offers 

good news but ignores sin and leaves out Jesus is really just pious paganism in disguise. May we all 

hold the Bible to be our guide for living, and not the well-meaning words of pastors who skip over the 

truths that are harder to swallow. 

 

Pastor Toman 



Evangelism Notes 
MAKING MIGHTY MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 

 

Our 2019 budget once again includes personalized missionary support of $5,000 for one of our LCMS over-

seas missionary families, Rev. Dr. Edward and Monica Naumann (nephew to our Pastor Paul Naumann). You 

can read here in their newsletter what they have been up to, and join together in praying for the Lordõs bless-

ing upon the important work that they are doing, and for all the aspects of their family life in south Asia.  
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LAMP Looking Up and Looking Ahead 
 

Our LAMP mission, like many of the outreach efforts that we are engaged in (e.g., Jesus Loves Kzoo, 

and the Colonial Acres and Milham Meadows missions) are really year-round missions. We continue 

to have on-going contact with some of the Dene people of Lac Brochet through Facebook, Skype, 

phone calls and emails. We also met with the 2018 team in October to celebrate, evaluate, and plan 

for 2019. Weõre seriously considering taking two trips next year, one in early July, and one in October.  

By February 1 of next year, we hope to have next yearõs traveling team in place (at least for the  

summer trip). So please be praying about this and considering whether the Holy Spirit wants you to 

join the traveling team or otherwise support the LAMP mission in some special way in 2019. 

 

 


