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Animals of Advent
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Saint Michael Lutheran Church + Portage, Ml + 2018
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Give a Gift of
Animals at Advent
y & Lttﬁrr:;grgn

World Relief

$100

https://gifts.lwr.org/critters

How i tEwohk&i ft I s part of ac|tual |
gramming. The doll ar amounts | isted
providing the items and suppagrt se
make is symbolic and represents a ¢
LWR, to be used where the need I s ¢
choose, your doda tcihdam gsi unpgp omitsss i LOWIR
poverty, I njustice and Hhuwnar tig wfl feer

$40
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Fai th Taking RooOt and Bear.

I n the wise, old words of School house Rock,
revealed himself as the ancient mystic Trinify~ather, Son, and Holy Spirit. He has revealed to
us the virtues of faith, hope, and love. Our thrideoly Lord is the God who was, who is, and

who is to come. He is sovereign over the past, present, and future.

Our world is full of many mundane and practical blessings that come in threes, too. In math, it
takes three noncollinear points to define a plane, thus you need three legs to make a table
stand sturdy. Teacher and public speakers seek to reach their audience in terms of their
head, heart, and hands. Aristotle taught that persuasive speech must include a good measure
of ethos, logos, and pathos.

So why am | fixated on threes? Besides the fact they my age is now divisible by three, my
family just paid for three car repairs, | have three daughters, and pastoring is my third career?

Well, | want to make a triplelecker devotional endorsement.

As you make your way through the three higlalorie holidays of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and

ng

0

New Yeards, please dono6ét forget to speak regul

deal with decorations, cooking, extra vacation time and extra expenses, and whatever stress-
es and joys December bringsékeep an active
that. Each person develops his or her own rhythm and style for personal prayer and
devotions, but let me recommend that you try to include three specific things in your prayer
life this month. Those are the three first parts of the catechism.

de\

The Ten Commandment s, the Creed, and the Lordd¢

Christian life and prayer since the early years of the church, and were the backbone of the

ocatechismé | ong before Martin Luther wrote

These items are indispensable texts for the Christian to memorize and to contemplate deeply.
They are also very helpful for daily prayers because they give us words to speak when we

hi

dondt know what to say, and they help our pray

categories.
| can pray, oOPlease be with my child today

as

contemplate the Ten Commandment s, I mi ght be

his classmates tease him, please help him to not bear false witness or harbor hatred for

t hem. Grant him a heart to forgive them, to

0 €

O0help and support them in every physical need.
how to O6fear, |l ove and trust in God above al/l

ContinuedVYnext

P
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|l can start a meal by praying, o0Thanks for thi
good. But, as | follow the practice of recitir
beautiful words of explanation, and letting both direct my reflection, | might begin to add

wonder f ul details to my prayers. I might be | e

as if I switched from blackand-white to HD television. | might speak words in praise of the
Creator who has given me O0my body and soul é ny

careoft hem, 6 and | mi ght ask Him to give me a ge
and serve my neighbor. I mi ght recall to mind
goodness in me, but that | am joyfully rede2me
precious blood andéHi s innocent suffering and

ings expressed in the Creed, | could go on all day.

So here is the recommendation. |1 tds very easy.
can do it just once and still benefit from it. If you have the Commandments, Creed, and Prayer
memorized, you can do it anywhere and anytime. If not, you can get out a Small Catechism or

Hymnal (or download the Catechism app from CPH). Try this for your devotional prayer time,
speaking aloud if possible:

1. Say each of the 10 Commandments. These express what God expects of us. For each, ask
yourself how you have failed to keep it, and let that lead you into repentance.

2. Say the Apostlesd Creed, which summari zes al
explanation if you have time. As you remember all that our Lord does to sustain, redeem,
and sanctify you, let that lead you into words of praise and thanks; and let it guide you to
pray for others who need to know the same comfort that you know.

3. Say the Lordds Prayer, which after all is Je
ask for the help we need. You will probably want to add specific petitions for the needs of
your own family and the needs of others. By using the Prayer as a starting point, you will
remember to pray not only for your own earthly needs but also for the coming of the
kingdom, for forgiveness, and for deliverance from temptation.

This could all take no more than 5 to 10 minutes. As you do it, you will be cultivating your

heart and mind to see the world with Godds =2y
omuscles, 6 |l earning better how to speak tc h
for conversation. Who knew that three little things could be so profound?

€
€

-Pastor Toman
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https://lampministryadvent.wordpress.com/
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HOMEBOUND FORLTBBYSHO
PLEASE REMEMBER THEM WI THRB CHRI STM
(AND MAYBE A LITTLE TREAT).

Gale Akins
Caroline Barkow
Lotte Christoph

Genevieve Conklin
Ginny Evans
Edna Fry
Nola Geissel
Audrey Glover
Harry & Nancy
Heath
Bob Johnson
Ferd Macholz
Sandy Maya
Betty McCoy
Ardean Monck
Ruth Newland
Virgene Price
Marilyn Sible
Burnie Trimner
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WOMENS FELLOWSHIMINISTRY

Womendos Fell owship Ministry
the

Annual Christmas Party

Sunday, December 2, 2018
3 to 5 pm in Allan Hall

Musical Entertainer: Steve Lange

Bring a friend to enjoy the Christmas fun, music, food and fellowshig!
(refreshments provided)

2 Bring a wrapped gift ($5 limit) (choose some
i thing new, old, funny, useful, pretty, yummy)

|l f you have any ideas for an event, activity
member and | et wus know.

Board Members
June Kucks 6494529 Rika Noggle 324702 Sandy Maya 3339100

Arla Mayhew 3274643 Diane Goetz 3237667 Connie Chadderdon 3277220
Ondrea Brussee (616) 8366121



WOMENS FELLOWSHIIMINISTRY

CALLING ALL ST. MIEH. LADIES WHO ARE ABLE TO
DONATE ONE LARGE BATCH OF COOKIES FOR THE
ANNUAL COOKIE SALE .

DECEMBEFRS OR71 YOUMAYDROPOFFCOOKIESN THEALLANHALLKITCHENANDMARK
THEMO WF MLES.

DECEMBERSN DROPOFFCOOKIE®BY 1PM. WE COULDUSEYOURHELPTOASSEMBLHHE
PLATEFORSALEATTHISTIME

1
Christmas Food Baskets and Gifts:
Supporting three St. Michael Families

Check the poster in the Communication Center .
for a list of items.

Please give cash donations for perishable items td
Rika Noggle. Make the check payable to
Womends Fell owsh?

Gift deadline: Sunday, December 9 :
Food deadline: Sunday, December 16 1

Saturday, December 8 after Lamplight service
Sunday, December 9 between and after both servicds

REMEMBER the cookies make wonderful gifts

and your family may enjoy a plate of cookies, also!
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MARTYRS
FROM NERO
TO ISI1S

Zion Lutheran Church A Seminar by Dr. Paul L. Maier,
2122 Bronson Bloulevard Retired Professor of Ancient History
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 at Western Michigan University; one
269 382-2360 of the country’s leading authorities
on the biblical world and widely
Saturday, December 1* 2018 acclaimed author and speaker.
Registration 8:30 a.m. This free seminar is based on Dr. Maier's
Seminar 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. latest research about Christian martyrs.

He has studied original texts of Acts and
Monuments, popularly known as Foxe's

Book of Martyrs, and will share his insights
about Christian martyrdom through history.
Foxe's Book of Martyrs is an important work
of Protestant history first published in
English by John Foxe in 1563. It is about the
suffering of Protestants under the Catholic
Church. Foxe's book, a polemic account

of Protestant sufferings, was influential in
shaping popular views of Catholicism in
England and Scotland. Dr. Maier's abridged
and edited edition of Foxe's Book of Martyrs
is an updated and modernized version of the
unparalleled classic with resurgent relevance
for the twenty-first century.

Photo of Dr. Maier, above, taken at
Zion's 150" Anniversary Service
August 19" 2018

Seminar sponsored by Snacks provided by Zion Lutheran Church
Zion Lutheran Church
150" Anniversary Ministry To preregister call 269 383-2360
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OFear Not b

People around the world have loved the Charles Schulz comic strip Peanuts. But a special
thing happens in A Charlie Brown Christmas that may have slipped by your attention. Linus is
addressing the question posed by an exasperated Charlie Brown if anyone knows what Christ-
mas is all about.

Linus walks to the center of the stage, reciting the Christmas story from Luke 24 Just as

he proclaims the words OFear Notdé, Linus dr ops
his blanket, even after much urging, ridicule and prodding by Lucy, Charlie and the other

characters through the years. This is the one time in the history of the comic strip. What mes-

sage was Mr. Schulz trying to communicate to us? | believe it was that the birth of Jesus sepa-

rates us from our own fears, the insecurities of our lives and provides the Hope God gives

through the birth of our Savior.

The world can be a scary place; i1itds hard for
sharing the Christmas message lives as an inspiration for us to seek true peace and security
in the one pl acksus.t s al ways found

If you watch the scene continue, you notice that Linus picks up his blanket again as he

concludes the passage, just as many of us revert back to our insecure state. But it was a huge

deal for Linus to be secure enough to drop the blanket at all. Secure enough to be a living
witness to the coming of the Savior, the Princgc

The scene portrayed by Linus reading the Luke Christmas narrative gives us a lot to think
about. What fears do | still cling to? Do | let the Light of the World surround me? How can |
show courage in the face my insecurities? Do | allow the mystery, the Magic of Christmas
transform me as it did Linus?

For many of us the insecurity of facing our own mortality may be keeping us from creating our
personal Estate Plans. Celebrate the Miracle of Christmas. Celebrate your secure future, won
by the Son of Man defeating death and preparing a place for you in Heaven. Set aside a time
after the New Year to develop your Plan, including a Gift to your favorite Ministry so the story
continues to be told, inviting others to join you on the incredible journey.

Have a Blessed Christmas and a Wonderfully Productive New Year!

Bill Burmeister Church Extension Fundl Michigan District
800-242-3944 bill.burmeister@micef.org

Church Extension Fund
Fifd Plegdadae Servierd

Michigen arin &l i Liasdevas Chark
blosmar ronad



St. Michael Youth Group

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the

field, keeping watch over their flock by nigh&nd an angel

of the Lordappeared to them, andhe glory of the Lord

shone around them, and they were filled with great

fearr And t he angel said to them,
bring you good news of great joy that will be for #tle
people.Forunto you is born this day irthe city of Davida

Savior, who iChristthe Lord.... Luke 2: 810

December Activities

For Jr. and Sr. High Youth
Nativity Project and Hot Chocolate Bar
Sunday, December 2
12-3pm (right after service)
at St. Michael Church

Come join us as we bring in some Christmas cheer putting up the
giant nativity scene and then enjoy a hot chocolate bar and even
watch a Christmas movie after.

ContinuedVYnext pag



