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Animals of Advent 
Last summer we planted a new tree in our backyard to give us some shade (and to mark my 
60th birthday). I carefully selected it from the nursery and had them plant it properly and I 
continued to water it thoroughly until it was time for the leaves to fall. Right around the time 
of leaf raking, I suddenly noticed to my horror that all but about an inch strip of bark had 
been scraped off of its little three inch diameter trunk. Who in the world would take a potato 
peeler to my tree? But then it quickly occurred to me that it must have been a buck rubbing 
the velvet off his antlers. Just when we thought we didnôt have to worry about deer damage 
anymore because the growing season was over for our garden and plants, the deer still 
manage to do their dirty work. I must say, I felt a little less sorry for them this year during 
hunting season.  

As much as animals can sometimes do damage, or just be a nuisance, I do love them and 
Iôm guessing that you do as well. Itôs a joy and wonder to watch the squirrels, birds, and  
rabbits in our yards, or on our hikes, or whenever we get into the great outdoors, doing  
whatever they do to survive and thrive. We love those rare occasions whenever we happen 
to see a fox, or a coyote, or a raccoon, or a turtle, or even a possum. As much as we might 
be afraid of them, itôs still kind of thrilling to run across a snake, or an exceptionally large 
bug, or as I did in Florida a couple weeks ago, an alligator. Of course, the animals that weôre 
most fond of are the ones in our family ï our pets! Many a dog or cat owner (or maybe a 
horse or hamster owner) have seen them as their fur-babies and consider them to be like 
their kids. Certainly many a household this Christmas will hang stockings by the chimney 
with care not just for people but for pets. 
 
Itôs actually rather appropriate to include animals in our Advent celebrating because in  
several places the Bible includes them in both the prophecies and the accounts of the birth 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ. His coming into the world (especially for the second time) is  
anticipated by the prophets when:  The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a 
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down  
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. (Isaiah 11:6-7). 
 
While the Gospels donôt say it explicitly, itôs a pretty good assumption that while Jesus was 
within the womb of His mother He rode on a donkey into the city of Bethlehem, in anticipa-
tion of the day in which He would ride a donkey Himself into the city of Jerusalem where He 
would suffer and die on the cross for our sins.  And, of course, when there was no room in 
the inn on the night in which Jesus was born in the City of David, His infant body, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, was laid in a manger ï an animal feeding trough! Again, the Gospels 
donôt say it explicitly, but itôs a pretty good assumption that Jesusô manger bed was in a  
stable of some sort, and that it was already occupied with animals, both those who  
happened to be in there at the time, and others who perhaps simply left their odiferous 
ñcalling card.ò  No wonder Christmas carols sing of the ñSon of God of humble birth.ò 
 
St. Paul reminds us that humans are not the only ones adversely affected by the fall into sin, 
for all ñcreation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the  
creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of Godò (Romans 8:19-21). All of creation 
has indeed been liberated through the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and 
this liberation will be fully celebrated when He returns to earth on the last day to right all 
wrong and end all suffering for all of creation. For this reason we join with the psalmist in  
declaring, ñLet everything that has breath praise the Lordò (Psalm 150:6). 
 
Pastor Naumann  
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12/1-2 Advent 1 (Sat @ 5:00 pm & Sun 
@ 8:30 am & 11:00 am) 

ñAnimals of Advent  -  
Donkeyò (Luke 19:28-40) 

12/5 Advent Midweek 1 (Wednesday) 

Meal @ 5:00 pm 

Service @ 6:00 pm 

ñAnimals of Advent ï Oxò 
(Isaiah 1:2-4; 18-19) 

12/8-9 Advent 2 (Sat @ 5:00 pm & Sun 
@ 8:30 am & 11:00 am) 

ñAnimals of Advent ï Viperò 
(Luke 3:1-14) 

12/12 Advent Midweek 2 (Wednesday) 

Meal @ 5:00 pm 

Service @ 6:00 pm 

ñAnimals of Advent ï Calfò 
(Isaiah 11:1-9) 

12/15-16 Advent 3 (Sat @ 5:00 pm & Sun 
@ 8:30 am & 11:00 am) 

ñAnimals of Advent ï Birdò 
(Zephaniah 3:14-20) 

12/19 Advent Midweek 3 (Wednesday) 

Meal @ 5:00 pm 

Service @ 6:00 pm 

Special Musical Service 

12/22-23 Advent 4 (Sat @ 5:00 pm & Sun 
@ 8:30 am & 11:00 am) 

ñAnimals of Advent ï Lambò 
(Micah 5:2-5a) 

12/24 Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

ñLet Heaven and Nature Singò 
(Luke 2:1-14) 

12/25 Christmas Day 

10:00 am (communion service) 

ñMaker of All Thingsò 
(John 1:1-14) 

12/29-30 Christmas 1 (Sat @ 5:00 pm & 
Sun @ 8:30 am & 11:00 am) 

ñTwo Turtledovesò 
(Luke 2:22-24) 
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Give a Gift of 

Animals at Advent 
through  

Lutheran 

World Relief 

How it works: Each Gift is part of actual Lutheran World Relief pro-
gramming. The dollar amounts listed for each Gift represent the cost of 
providing the items and support services or training. Each Gift you 
make is symbolic and represents a contribution to the entire mission of 
LWR, to be used where the need is greatest. No matter which Gift you 
choose, your donation supports LWRôs life-changing mission to end 
poverty, injustice and human suffering, and as such is tax-deductible. 

https://gifts.lwr.org/critters  

$100 $100 

$45 

$40 
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Continued next page  Ÿ 

 
Faith Taking Root and Bearing Fruit: Prayer Trifecta 

 
 

In the wise, old words of Schoolhouse Rock, òThree is a magic number.ó Our loving God has 

revealed himself as the ancient mystic TrinityñFather, Son, and Holy Spirit. He has revealed to 

us the virtues of faith, hope, and love. Our thrice-holy Lord is the God who was, who is, and 

who is to come. He is sovereign over the past, present, and future. 

Our world is full of many mundane and practical blessings that come in threes, too. In math, it 

takes three non-collinear points to define a plane, thus you need three legs to make a table 

stand sturdy. Teacher and public speakers seek to reach their audience in terms of their 

head, heart, and hands. Aristotle taught that persuasive speech must include a good measure 

of ethos, logos, and pathos. 

So why am I fixated on threes? Besides the fact they my age is now divisible by three, my  

family just paid for three car repairs, I have three daughters, and pastoring is my third career? 

Well, I want to make a triple-decker devotional endorsement. 

 

As you make your way through the three high-calorie holidays of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 

New Yearõs, please donõt forget to speak regularly to the Lord and to feed on His Word. As you 

deal with decorations, cooking, extra vacation time and extra expenses, and whatever stress-

es and joys December bringsékeep an active devotional life. There are many good ways to do 

that. Each person develops his or her own rhythm and style for personal prayer and  

devotions, but let me recommend that you try to include three specific things in your prayer 

life this month. Those are the three first parts of the catechism. 

 

The Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lordõs Prayer have been at the heart of  

Christian life and prayer since the early years of the church, and were the backbone of the 

òcatechismó long before Martin Luther wrote his helpful explanations in The Small Catechism. 

These items are indispensable texts for the Christian to memorize and to contemplate deeply. 

They are also very helpful for daily prayers because they give us words to speak when we 

donõt know what to say, and they help our prayers to go deeper and include a broader set of 

categories. 

I can pray, òPlease be with my child today as he goes to school,ó and that is good. But as I 

contemplate the Ten Commandments, I might be motivated to pray as follows: òLord, even if 

his classmates tease him, please help him to not bear false witness or harbor hatred for 

them. Grant him a heart to forgive them, to ôexplain everything in the kindest way,õ and to 

ôhelp and support them in every physical need.õ And help me to be a better model to him of 

how to ôfear, love and trust in God above all things.õó 

  

THE MIGHTY MESSENGER PAGE 6 



I can start a meal by praying, òThanks for this beautiful day and for being with us,ó and that is 

good. But, as I follow the practice of reciting the Apostleõs Creed each day, including Lutherõs 

beautiful words of explanation, and letting both direct my reflection, I might begin to add  

wonderful details to my prayers. I might be led to recognize Godõs goodness in sharper detail, 

as if I switched from black-and-white to HD television. I might speak words in praise of the 

Creator who has given me ômy body and soulémy reason and all my senses, and still takes 

care of  them,ó and I might ask Him to give me a generous heart to use these gifts to bless 

and serve my neighbor. I might recall to mind that Godõs love for me is not based on any 

goodness in me, but that I am joyfully redeemed because Jesus purchased me by òHis holy, 

precious blood andéHis innocent suffering and deathó on the cross. And with all the bless-

ings expressed in the Creed, I could go on all day. 

 

So here is the recommendation. Itõs very easy. You can do it every day in December, or you 

can do it just once and still benefit from it. If you have the Commandments, Creed, and Prayer 

memorized, you can do it anywhere and anytime. If not, you can get out a Small Catechism or 

Hymnal (or download the Catechism app from CPH). Try this for your devotional prayer time, 

speaking aloud if possible: 

 

1. Say each of the 10 Commandments. These express what God expects of us. For each, ask 

yourself how you have failed to keep it, and let that lead you into repentance. 

2. Say the Apostlesõ Creed, which summarizes all that God has done for us. Read Lutherõs 

explanation if you have time. As you remember all that our Lord does to sustain, redeem, 

and sanctify you, let that lead you into words of praise and thanks; and let it guide you to 

pray for others who need to know the same comfort that you know. 

3. Say the Lordõs Prayer, which after all is Jesusõ guide for how we can talk to the Father and 

ask for the help we need. You will probably want to add specific petitions for the needs of 

your own family and the needs of others. By using the Prayer as a starting point, you will 

remember to pray not only for your own earthly needs but also for the coming of the    

kingdom, for forgiveness, and for deliverance from temptation. 

 

This could all take no more than 5 to 10 minutes. As you do it, you will be cultivating your 

heart and mind to see the world with Godõs eyes, and you will be strengthening your spiritual 

òmuscles,ó learning better how to speak to the One who calls you each day into His presence 

for conversation. Who knew that three little things could be so profound? 

 

--Pastor Toman 
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Sharing Christmas Joy with Lac Brochet!  
We are sharing some Christmas 
joy with the children in Lac 
Brochet ï by sending socks for the 
children  ages 4 -12 who come to 
Vacation  Bible School.  

This time of year it is getting dark-
er and darker and colder and cold-
er here but even more so in Lac 
Brochet, Manitobaï we want them 
to know we still think about them 
and pray for theméespecially in the cold and dark months ahead.  

Keep praying for the children, their parents, grandparents and the school staff 
in Lac Brochet.  Jesus reaches out and touches them through our prayers.  

If you do not have a special child in 
Lac Brochet to pray forécome visit 
the LAMP display in the communi-
cations center and pick up a picture 
and pray for this child (also write 
your name down so we can keep a 
record of who is praying for which 
child). 

 

We will be gathering the Summer 2019 LAMP Team beginning in January 
é..we are looking into going a little earlier next summeré.will keep you 
posted.  

 

Also, the LAMP Advent devotional is available online at this link: 
https://lampministryadvent.wordpress.com/. As God has used us in a special 
way to touch the lives of the people in Lac Brochet, God can use this devo-
tional to touch your life as well. 

Evangelism Notes 
MAKING MIGHTY MESSENGERS FOR CHRIST 

https://lampministryadvent.wordpress.com/
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HOMEBOUND FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

PLEASE REMEMBER THEM WITH A CHRISTMAS CARD 

 (AND MAYBE A LITTLE TREAT). 

Gale Akins 

Caroline Barkow 

Lotte Christoph 

Genevieve Conklin 

Ginny Evans 

Edna Fry 

Nola Geissel 

Audrey Glover  

Harry & Nancy 

Heath 

Bob Johnson 

Ferd Macholz 

Sandy Maya 

Betty McCoy 

Ardean Monck  

Ruth Newland 

Virgene Price 

Marilyn Sible 

Burnie Trimner 
 

In the narthex youõll find a gift bag for each one in which you can put your cards 
& gifts. Please do so by December 16 so that weõll have time to deliver the bags 

before Christmas. 
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WOMENõS FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 

 If you have any ideas for an event, activity or service project,  please contact a board 
member and let us know.  
 

Board Members 

June Kucks 649-4529 Rika Noggle 327-4702 Sandy Maya 330-9100 

Arla Mayhew 327-4643 Diane Goetz 323-7667 Connie Chadderdon 327-7220 

    Ondrea Brussee (616) 836-5121 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Womenõs Fellowship Ministry cordially invites all St. Michael Ladies to 

the  

Annual Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 2, 2018 

3 to 5 pm in Allan Hall 
 

 

Musical Entertainer:  Steve Lange  
 
Bring a friend to enjoy the Christmas fun, music, food and fellowship! 
(refreshments provided) 

 

 

 

Bring a wrapped gift ($5 limit) (choose some-

thing new, old, funny, useful, pretty, yummy) 

 

 



CALLING ALL ST. MICHAEL LADIES WHO ARE ABLE TO  

DONATE ONE LARGE BATCH OF COOKIES FOR THE  

ANNUAL COOKIE SALE . . .  

 
DECEMBER 6 OR 7ñYOU MAY DROP OFF COOKIES IN THE ALLAN HALL KITCHEN AND MARK 

THEM òWFM SALEó. 

DECEMBER 8ñDROP OFF COOKIES BY 1PM.  WE COULD USE YOUR HELP TO ASSEMBLE THE 

PLATES FOR SALE AT THIS TIME.   

WOMENõS FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 

    

   Annual Cookie Sale 

 
Saturday, December 8 after Lamplight service  

Sunday, December 9 between and after both services  
 

REMEMBER the cookies make wonderful gifts  

and your family may enjoy a plate of cookies, also! 

 

Christmas Food Baskets and Gifts 
Supporting three St. Michael Families  

 
Check the poster in the Communication Center  

for a list of items. 

 

Please give cash donations for perishable items to 

Rika Noggle. Make the check payable to  

Womenõs Fellowship.  

 

Gift deadline: Sunday, December 9 

Food deadline: Sunday, December 16 
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òFear Notó  
 

 

People around the world have loved the Charles Schulz comic strip Peanuts. But a special 

thing happens in A Charlie Brown Christmas that may have slipped by your attention. Linus is 

addressing the question posed by an exasperated Charlie Brown if anyone knows what Christ-

mas is all about.  

 

Linus walks to the center of the stage, reciting the Christmas story from Luke 2:8-14. Just as 

he proclaims the words òFear Notó, Linus drops his prized security blanket. Linus never drops 

his blanket, even after much urging, ridicule and prodding by Lucy, Charlie and the other  

characters through the years. This is the one time in the history of the comic strip. What mes-

sage was Mr. Schulz trying to communicate to us? I believe it was that the birth of Jesus sepa-

rates us from our own fears, the insecurities of our lives and provides the Hope God gives 

through the birth of our Savior.  

 

The world can be a scary place; itõs hard for us to òFear Notó. This simple image of Linus  

sharing the Christmas message lives as an inspiration for us to seek true peace and security 

in the one place itõs always found - Jesus.  

 

If you watch the scene continue, you notice that Linus picks up his blanket again as he  

concludes the passage, just as many of us revert back to our insecure state. But it was a huge 

deal for Linus to be secure enough to drop the blanket at all. Secure enough to be a living  

witness to the coming of the Savior, the Prince of Peace. òFear Not.ó  

 

The scene portrayed by Linus reading the Luke Christmas narrative gives us a lot to think 

about. What fears do I still cling to? Do I let the Light of the World surround me? How can I 

show courage in the face my insecurities? Do I allow the mystery, the Magic of Christmas 

transform me as it did Linus?  

 

For many of us the insecurity of facing our own mortality may be keeping us from creating our 

personal Estate Plans. Celebrate the Miracle of Christmas. Celebrate your secure future, won 

by the Son of Man defeating death and preparing a place for you in Heaven. Set aside a time 

after the New Year to develop your Plan, including a Gift to your favorite Ministry so the story 

continues to be told, inviting others to join you on the incredible journey.  

 

Have a Blessed Christmas and a Wonderfully Productive New Year!  

 

 

 

Bill Burmeister Church Extension Fund ð Michigan District  

800-242-3944  bill.burmeister@mi-cef.org  



St. Michael Youth Group 

  December Activities 

For Jr. and Sr. High Youth 

Nativity Project and Hot Chocolate Bar 

Sunday, December 2 

12-3pm (right after service) 

at St. Michael Church 
 

 

 

Come join us as we bring in some Christmas cheer putting up the  

giant nativity scene and then enjoy a hot chocolate bar and even 

watch a Christmas movie after.  

 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel 

of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were filled with great 

fear.  And the angel said to them, òFear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord....  Luke 2: 8-10  

Continued next page  Ÿ 


